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A  Message  from  

Governor  EDWARD  J.  KING 


Welcome  to  our  Massachusetts  Highways. 
May  you  enjoy  many  years  of  accident  free, 
safe  and  pleasurable  driving  in  this  historical 
and  beautiful  Commonwealth. 

This  Drivers'  License  Manual  has  been 
prepared  to  assist  you  in  acquiring  the  neces- 
sary knowledge  to  become  a  responsible 
driver. 

Please  remember  your  license  to  operate 
motor  vehicles  is  a  privilege  granted  by  the 
Commonwealth  a  privilege  which  may  be 
withdrawn. 

I  urge  you  to  drive  carefully,  courteously, 
soberly  and  defensively. 
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Part  A -DEFINITIONS 

(As  applies  to  classified  operator's  license) 
Automobile:  Any  motor  vehicle  EXCEPT  a  motorcycle. 

°  Truck:  A  motor  vehicle  registered  as  commercial  vehicle  having  a  regis- 
tered gross  weight  in  excess  of  eighteen  thousand  pounds. 

v  Truck  Trailer  Combination:  A  truck  having  a  registered  gross  weight  in 
excess  of  eighteen  thousand  pounds  drawing  a  trailer  having  a  registered 
gross  weight  in  excess  of  six  thousand  pounds. 

v  Tractor:  A  motor  vehicle  designed  and  used  for  drawing  a  semi-trailer. 

v  Semi-Trailer:  A  trailer  so  designed  and  used  in  combination  with  a 
tractor  that  some  part  of  the  weight  of  such  trailer  and  that  of  its  load 
rests  upon  and  is  carried  by  the  tractor. 

°  Bus:  A  motor  vehicle  eighty  (80)  inches  or  more  in  width  designed  or 
used  for  the  transportation  of  persons  and  having  permanent  seating 
accommodations  for  ten  or  more  persons  in  addition  to  the  operator. 

°  School  Bus:  Any  motor  vehicle  used  for  the  transportation  of  school 
pupils  and  school  personnel  to  and  from  school  or  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  children  enrolled  in  a  camp  or  recreational  program,  while  so 
used,  but  not  including  any  such  motor  vehicle  used  for  not  more  than 
five  days  in  case  of  emergency  or  a  motor  vehicle  while  also  used  for  the 
common  carriage  of  the  public  under  a  certificate  and  permit  issued 
under  sections  seven  and  eight  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  A, 
or  a  motor  vehicle  having  permanent  seating  accommodations  for  and 
carrying  not  more  than  eight  persons  in  addition  to  the  operator. 

School  Pupil:  Any  person  enrolled  in  any  school,  kindergarten  through 
grade  twelve,  or  enrolled  in  any  program  for  day  care  services,  or  in  any 
program  for  children  with  special  needs  as  defined  in  section  one  of 
chapter  seventy-one  B,  or  in  any  organized  day  or  summer  camp  pro- 
gram or  any  activity  supported  by  said  schools. 

Special  Purpose  Motor  Vehicles:  Vehicles  which  are  the  property  of 
and  registered  to  charitable  corporations,  specifically  assigned  to  the 
emergency  disaster  services  of  those  organizations,  and  used  for  the 
benefit  of  firemen,  policemen,  civil  defense  workers  and  victims  of  fires 
and  disasters. 


License  Class  One  °  License  Class  One  or  Two 


CLASS  I  AND  CLASS  II 

LEARNER'S  PERMIT  AND  LICENSES 

(not  including  bus  or  school  bus)* 

Learner's  Permit:  Applicant  must  be  at  least  16  years  of  age.  (See 
Page  4:  HOW  TO  OBTAIN  A  LEARNER'S  PERMIT) 

Licenses:  Applicant  must  be  at  least  17  years  of  age;  if  he  has  a  driver 
education  certificate  issued  by  the  Registrar  of  Motor  Vehicles,  he  may 
be  I6V2  years  old.  

CLASSIFICATIONS  OF  OPERATORS'  LICENSES 


Class  1.  Any  motor  vehicle  or  combination,  except  a  school  bus. 


Class  2.  Any  motor  vehicle  or  combination,  except  a  semi-trailer 
unit,  truck  trailer  combination,  tractor,  school  bus. 


Class  3.  Any  motor  vehicle  or  combination,  except  a  semi-trailer 
unit,  truck  trailer  combination,  tractor,  truck  having  a 
registered  gross  weight  in  excess  of  eighteen  thousand 
pounds,  bus,  school  bus. 


Your  Learner's  Permit  Must  Be  For 
The  Class  Vehicle  You  W/sh  to  Operate 

*Bus  or  School  Bus:  See  Part  B  of  this  Manual 
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LIMITATIONS  ON  LEARNER'S  PERMIT  (Except  Motorcycles) 

While  operating  motor  vehicles  other  than  motorcycles,  an  operator 
with  a  Class  1  or  Class  2  Learner's  Permit  must: 

1.  Carry  the  valid  Learner's  Permit  on  his  person  or  in  the 
vehicle;  the  Learner's  Permit  must  be  signed  by  the  Applicant 
or  it  is  not  legal. 

2.  Be  accompanied  by  a  Massachusetts  licensed  operator  who: 

a.  Holds  a  License  which  is  valid  for  the  vehicle  being  driven. 

b.  Has  had  at  least  one  year  of  driving  experience. 

c.  Occupies  a  seat  beside  the  driver. 

d.  Is  at  least  18  years  of  age. 

3.  No  applicant  with  a  Learner's  Permit  who  is  less  than  eighteen 
(18)  years  old  may  operate  between  the  hours  of  1  A.M.  and 
5  A.M.  unless  accompanied  by  a  parent  or  legal  guardian  who 
is  a  licensed  Operator  with  at  least  one  (1)  year  of  driving 
experience,  occupies  a  seat  beside  the  driver ,  and  whose 
License  or  Right  to  Operate  is  not  revoked  or  suspended. 

EXPIRATION  OF  LEARNER'S  PERMIT  (Except  Motorcycles) 

A  Learner's  Permit  is  valid  for  one  ( 1 )  year  from  the  date  of  issue  or 
until  the  holder  shall  have  received  a  license  to  operate,  whichever 
occurs  first.  Each  holder  may  take  not  more  than  six  (6)  driving  tests 
while  the  Learner's  Permit  is  valid.  A  new  Learner's  Permit  of  the  same 
class  will  not  be  issued  until  the  previous  Permit  has  expired. 
EXEMPTIONS  AND  SPECIAL  PROVISIONS 

Persons  operating  fire  apparatus,  ambulances  and  vehicles  used  by  any 
police  department  solely  for  the  official  business  of  such  department,  or 
special  purpose  motor  vehicles  operated  in  conformance  with  Chapter 
90,  Section  71,  shall  not  be  regarded  as  subject  to  these  regulations  and 
may  be  operated  by  the  holder  of  a  Class  3  license. 

When  a  motor  vehicle  is  drawing  a  disabled  vehicle  or  a  vehicle  not 
regarded  as  a  trailer,  the  Class  of  license  required  depends  solely  upon 
the  type  and  size  of  the  drawing  vehicle. 

VIOLATIONS 

It  is  unlawful  to  operate  any  motor  vehicle  or  combination  not  covered 
by  your  Class  of  License  or  Learner's  Permit. 

No  person  shall  employ  a  minor  under  eighteen  or  permit  him  to 
work  in  operating  motor  vehicles  of  any  description.  (See  Ch.  149,  sec. 
62  of  the  General  Laws). 


Applicants  passing  a  license  examination,  will  be  issued  a  license  similar 
to  the  sample  below: 


MASSACHUSETTS 


123456789  01-17-ti1 


REGISTRAR 

/ 


DOE 
JAKE 

NASHUA  ST 
5-05  1  0t-17*-54 


Note:  Junior  operator's  license  issued  to  applicants  under  1 8  years  of  age. 
Not  valid  between  1  A.M.  and  5  A.M.  unless  accompanied  by  a  parent  or 
legal  guardian. 

REMOVAL  OF  RESTRICTION 

Persons  holding  a  Massachusetts  Operator's  License  and  who  desire 
to  amend  their  licenses  so  that  they  may  operate  motorcycles  or  vehicles 
in  another  class  must: 

First:  Apply  for  and  pass  written  test  for  Learner's  Permit  covering 
the  particular  vehicle (s)  they  wish  to  operate. 

Secondly:  Pass  road  test  in  the  desired  type  vehicle. 

HOW  TO  OBTAIN  A  LEARNER'S  PERMIT: 

1.  Obtain  an  application  from  any  Registry  of  Motor  Vehicles  Office. 
(See  back  cover  for  locations) 

2.  Read  information  concerning  Learner's  Permits  and  Licenses  at  the 
beginning  of  this  manual;  determine  the  type  or  class  of  Learner's 
Permit  you  require  and  so  indicate  in  the  proper  place  on  your 
application. 

3.  Carefully  answer  every  question. 

4.  Class  1 ,  Study  Part  A  of  the  "Drivers'  License  Manual  Classified" 
and  Part  I  of  the  "Drivers'  License  Manual." 
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Class  2,  Study  PART  A  AND  B  of  the  "Drivers'  License  Manual 
Classified"  except  "Coupling  and  Uncoupling  combinations"  and 
the  "Drivers'  License  Manual." 

Class  3,  Study  Part  I  of  the  "Drivers'  License  Manual." 

Motorcycles,  Study  Part  I  and  Part  II  of  the  "Drivers'  License  Manual." 

5.  Your  completed  application  should  be  presented  in  person  with  the 
$2.00  fee  for  the  appointment  to  the  nearest  Registry  Office  or 
mailed  with  a  check  or  money  order  payable  to  the  Registry  of 
Motor  Vehicles.  DO  NOT  MAIL  CASH. 

If  approved,  your  application  will  be  returned  to  you  and  will  con- 
tain a  DATE,  TIME  and  PLACE  for  your  examination.  Examina- 
tions are  closely  scheduled:  you  will  not  be  examined  if  you  are 
late. 

1.  You  must  present  the  approved  application  to  the'Examiner. 

2.  Each  applicant  shall  submit  with  his  application  a  birth,  baptismal 
or  school  certificate  or  such  other  satisfactory  evidence  of  his  age 
and  place  of  birth  as  the  Registrar  may  require.  (Federal  Require- 
ment) 

3.  Applicants  under  18  years  of  age  must: 

Have  parental  consent  portion  of  application  completed. 

4.  The  examination  fee  will  not  be  refunded  if: 

a.  You  fail  the  examination. 

b.  You  are  not  properly  prepared  for  the  examination. 

c.  You  fail  to  appear  or  appear  late  for  the  examination. 

d.  You  cancel  or  re-schedule  the  appointment  for  another  Registry 
Branch  Office. 

HOW  TO  OBTAIN  AN  OPERATOR'S  LICENSE: 

1.  Obtain  an  application  from  any  Registry  office  (See  Back  Cover) 

2.  Read  information  concerning  licenses  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Manual  and  then: 

a.  Determine  type  or  class  of  license  you  desire 

b.  Carefully  answer  every  question 
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c.   Be  certain  to  indicate  the  type  or  class  of  license  you  desire  in 
the  appropriate  place 

3.  Be  certain  that  the  parent's  consent  portion  of  the  application  has 
been  filled  out  and  signed  if  you  are  under  eighteen  (18)  years  of 
age. 

4.  Present  in  person  or  mail  the  completed  application  together  with 
the  three  dollar  ($3.00)  examination  fee  to  the  proper  Registry 
office  nearest  you  for  an  appointment.  If  mailing  application,  attach 
check  or  money  order  payable  to  the  Registry  of  Motor  Vehicles. 
DO  NOT  SEND  CASH.  Submit  application  to  the  nearest  office  as 
appearing  below: 

FOR  CLASS  3  LICENSE 

To  any  office  listed  on  back  cover. 

FOR  CLASS  1  or  CLASS  2  LICENSE 

Boston   160  N.  Wash  St.  Northampton  241  King  St. 

Brockton   490  Forest  Ave.  Oak  Bluffs   1  Douglas  Lane 

Fall  River  1658  President  Ave.  Pittsfield   525  East  St. 

Fitchburg  983  John  Fitch  Highway  Quincy  38  Broad  St. 

Framingham                    68  Franklin  St.  Southbridge           926  West  Main  St. 

Hyannis   870  Iyanough  Rd.  Springfield   165  Liberty  St. 

Lowell   755  Dutton  St.  Taunton  76  Weir  St. 

Lynn   37  Friend  St.  Watertown    40  Spring  St. 

Maiden   280  Medford  St.  Woburn  1  Hill  St. 

NantucketTown  &  County  Bldg.,  Broad  St.  Worcester                   300  Grove  St. 

New  Bedford   120  Dawson  St. 

If  approved,  your  application  will  be  returned  to  you  and  will  contain 
a  DATE,  TIME  and  PLACE  for  your  examination.  Examinations  are 
closely  scheduled,  therefore,  you  will  NOT  be  examined  if  you  are  late. 

1.  You  must  present  the  approved  application  to  the  Examiner. 

2.  You  must  present  a  Learner's  Permit  of  the  proper  type  or. Class 
in  order  to  receive  the  road  test. 

a.  Your  sponsor  must  present  his  valid  Massachusetts  license  to 
the  examiner. 

b.  The  sponsor  and  applicant  are  both  liable  for  all  acts  and 
violations.  (Ch.  90,  Sec.  8B) 

c.  If  you  are  applying  for  a  removal  of  restriction,  show  the  Ex- 
aminer any  current  driver's  license  you  may  possess. 

3.  You  must  be  accompanied  by  a  sponsor  who  possesses  a  valid 
Massachusetts  license  and  who  is  at  least  eighteen  (18)  years  of 
age,  who  has  had  at  least  one  (1)  year  of  driving  experience  and 
who  holds  the  proper  license  as  follows: 


IF  YOU  ARE  APPLYING  FOR:  YOUR  SPONSOR  MUST  HAVE: 


4.  You  must  present  the  registration  certificate (s)  for  the  vehi- 
cle (s)  used  for  the  road  test. 

5.  You  may  pay  the  license  fee  in  CASH  or  by  check.  The  fee  for 
this  license  will  be  $10.00.  This  fee  will  be  returned  if  you  fail 
the  road  test,  with  instructions  to  apply  for  another  examination. 
Appointment  fee  $3.00  must  be  by  separate  check  or  cash. 

6.  If  removal  of  restriction  requires  a  road  test  or  written  exam- 
ination the  fee  of  $3.00  must  be  paid  when  making  the 
appointment. 

7.  Between  the  age  of  WA  and  17  years,  you  must  present  a 
Driver  Education  Certificate  issued  by  the  Registrar  of  Motor 
Vehicles,  or  if  an  out-of-state  applicant,  a  comparable  certifi- 
cate. 

8.  NO  PERSON  EXCEPT  THE  APPLICANT  AND  THE  EX- 
AMINER WILL  BE  PERMITTED  IN  THE  VEHICLE(S). 

9.  You  must  supply  vehicle  of  the  proper  type  for  the  road  test 
as  follows: 

IF  YOU  ARE  TAKING 

ROAD  TEST  FOR:  TYPE  OF  VEHICLE  REQUIRED 

Class  1   A  semi-trailer  unit  or  a  truck-trailer 


10.  Upon  passing  the  road  test,  the  applicant  must  surrender  his 
Learner's  Permit  in  order  to  receive  his  license.  In  the  case  of  a 
REMOVAL  OF  RESTRICTION,  he  must  also  surrender  his 
license  if  he  passes  the  examination. 

11.  The  vehicle(s)  must  display  a  valid  inspection  sticker  -  the  Ex- 
aminer will  inspect  each  vehicle(s)  and  if  the  equipment  fails  to 
meet  the  standards  set  by  law,  the  road  test  will  be  refused. 
Trailers  are  vehicles  and  must  display  a  valid  inspection  sticker. 

12.  School  buses  must  display  a  valid  school  bus  inspection  sticker. 


A  Class  1  license 
A  Class  2  license 


A  Class  1  license 

A  Class  1  or  Class  2  license 


Class  2 


combination 

Any  vehicle  in  Class  2 
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If  you  fail  the  examination. 

If  you  are  not  prepared  for  the  examination. 

If  you  are  refused  a  road  test  because  the  vehicle  fails  to 

pass  the  Examiner's  inspection. 

If  you  fail  to  appear,  or  appear  late  for  the  examination. 
If  you  cancel  or  re-schedule  your  appointment  to  another 
Registry  Branch  office. 

The  center  console  or  other  construction  of  the  vehicle  does 
not  permit  free  and  easy  access  to  the  brake  foot  pedal  or 
other  emergency  braking  devices  by  the  Examiner. 
If  the  vehicle  does  not  contain  adequate  seating  accommo- 
dations next  to  the  Operator,  for  the  use  of  the  Examiner. 
If  the  vehicle  used  is  leased  or  rented,  and  you  do  not  have 
in  your  possession  the  original  registration  certificate  and  a 
letter  of  authorization  for  the  use  of  the  vehicle  for  a  road 
test,  (said  letter  of  authorization  must  be  submitted  to  the 
Examiner  prior  to  the  road  test). 

(The  Sponsor  shall  be  liable  in  the  case  of  an  accident  or 
violation  of  any  provision  of  Chapter  90  or  of  any  Rule  or 
Regulation  made  in  accordance  therewith). 
A  valid  Massachusetts  Learner's  Permit  may  not  be  needed  and 
the  driving  test  may  be  waived  AT  THE  DISCRETION  OF  THE 
REGISTRAR  when: 

a.  Applicant  holds  a  license  from  another  State,  District  ot 
Columbia  or  from  a  Province  of  Canada  and  meets  the 
reciprocal  age  requirements;  However,  in  no  case  will  a 
road  test  be  waived  for  a  Class  1  or  Class  2  license  unless 
the  applicant  is  at  least  eighteen  (18)  years  of  age. 

b.  The  license  submitted  to  the  Examiner  is  valid  at  the  time 
of  the  examination. 

c.  When  the  Registrar  of  Motor  Vehicles,  has  pre-determined 
that  the  license  submitted  to  the  Examiner  is  comparable 
substantially  in  Class  or  Type  to  the  Massachusetts  License 
applied  for. 

d.  The  applicant  does  not  have  an  apparent  physical  disability 
or  limitation  which  might  interfere  with  the  proper  opera- 
tion of  a  motor  vehicle. 


DRIVING  TESTS  FOR  CLASS  1  AND  CLASS  2  VEHICLES 

Consist  of  both  an  "Off-Street"  Driving  Test  and  a  Road  Test 

TYPE  OF  VEHICLE 

CLASS  1  —  Applicant  must  supply  either  a  semi-trailer  unit  or  a 
truck  having  a  registered  gross  weight  in  excess  of 
18,000  pounds  towing  a  trailer  having  a  registered 
gross  weight  in  excess  of  6,000  pounds. 

CLASS  2  —  Applicant  must  supply  a  truck  having  a  maximum 
registered  gross  weight  in  excess  of  18,000  pounds  or 
a  bus. 

Provided  that  the  gross  registered  weight  of  such  ve- 
hicle does  not  exceed  the  gross  vehicle  weight  rating 
as  established  by  the  original  manufacturer. 

CANCELLATION  OF  DRIVING  TESTS 

The  Registrar  reserves  the  right  to  cancel  driving  tests,  if  weather, 
road  or  other  emergency  conditions  so  warrant. 

On  those  days  when  driving  tests  are  being  conducted,  the  Applicant 
must  appear  on  time  or  he  will  be  refused  a  driving  test,  his  examination 
fee  will  be  forfeited  and  he  will  be  required  to  re-apply  for  another  ap- 
pointment before  he  will  be  scheduled  for  another  test. 

When  there  is  doubt  as  to  whether  driving  tests  will  be  conducted, 
please  inquire  of  the  Supervisor  in  charge  of  the  Registry  office  where 
the  appointment  was  made. 

EXPIRATION  OF  LICENSES 

DRIVERS'  LICENSES  contain  the  date  of  Expiration.  No  Original 
License  will  be  valid  for  more  than  four  years. 

CARGO 

The  driving  test  will  be  refused  if  the  load  on  the  vehicle  is  not 
secured  to  prevent  it  from  shifting,  leaking  or  dropping  or  if  it  is 
carrying  as  a  cargo  or  part  of  its  cargo: 

a.  Explosive  substances       b.  Flammable  materials 
c.  Dangerous  articles 


INSURANCE 

For  the  purpose  of  the  Examination,  Applicants  using  a  vehicle  regis- 
tered in  a  State  other  than  Massachusetts  shall,  upon  request  of  the 
Examiner,  produce  a  policy  showing  that  the  owner  thereof  maintains 
in  full  force  a  policy  of  liability  insurance  providing  indemnity  for  or 
protection  to  him,  and  to  any  person  responsible  for  the  operation  of 
such  motor  vehicle  or  trailer  with  his  express  or  implied  consent,  against 
loss  by  reason  of  the  liability  to  pay  damages  to  others  for  bodily  injuries 
including  death  at  any  time  resulting  therefrom,  caused  by  such  motor 
vehicle  or  trailer,  at  least  to  the  amount  or  limits  required  in  a  motor 
vehicle  liability  policy  as  defined  in  Section  34A  of  Chapter  90. 

"OFF-STREET"  DRIVING  TEST 

CLASS  1 

1.  Uncoupling  and  coupling  the  vehicles,  followed  by  a  pre-trip  equip- 
ment inspection  commonly  known  as  a  "Circle  Check". 

2.  The  Applicant  must  demonstrate  to  the  Examiner  his  ability  to  per- 
form such  maneuvers  with  a  semi-trailer  unit  or  truck-trailer 
combination  as  the  Examiner  may  require. 

CLASS  2 

1.  A  pre-trip  equipment  inspection  commonly  known  as  a  "Circle 
Check"  with  a  Class  2  vehicle. 

2.  The  Applicant  must  demonstrate  to  the  Examiner  his  ability  to 
perform  such  maneuvers  with  a  Class  2  vehicle  as  the  Examiner  may 
require. 

THE  OUTLINE  OF  A  TYPICAL  "OFF-STREET"  DRIVING  TEST  FOR 

CLASS  1  VEHICLES 

1.  Uncoupling  and  coupling  unit 

2.  Pre-trip  equipment  check 

3.  Parallel  parking  to  curb 

4.  Forward  and  backward  through  alley 

5.  Forward  through  offset  alley 

6.  Backing  into  alley  dock 


UNCOUPLING  OF  UNIT 

It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  applicant  to  make  sure  the  vehicle  and 
its  equipment  are  in  good  working  order  before  the  test  is  started. 
The  following  tests  will  be  given  before  the  "Circle  check"  is  started. 

1.  Enter  cab  of  tractor  and  set  parking  brake. 

CHECK 

a.  Three  pot  torches  or  red  electric  lamps  or  red  emergency 
reflector  warning  devices 

b.  Adequate  chock  blocks 

c.  Fire  extinguisher  (when  required) 

2.  Push  down  clutch,  move  gear  shift  lever  into  neutral  position  and 
start  engine. 

3.  Check  all  instruments  and  give  readings  to  Examiner. 

4.  Build  up  maximum  air  pressure.  The  needle  on  the  dash  gauge 
should  stop  somewhere  above  100  pounds  pressure.  Shut  off 
engine,  step  on  brake  pedal  and  hold  it  down.  There  will  be  a 
pressure  drop  of  about  5  to  15  pounds  when  brakes  are  first 
applied.  If  pressure  continues  to  drop  or  low  pressure  warning 
device  starts  to  operate,  or  if  air  leaks  are  heard,  the  test  will 
end  unless  the  condition  can  be  immediately  corrected. 

5.  Re-start  engine,  set  trailer  brakes  to  lock  trailer  wheels.  (Where 
there  is  no  trolley  brake  or  other  independent  trailer  braking 


system,  chock  blocks  must  be  used). 

6.  Lower  landing  wheels  or  supports. 

7.  Unlock  5  th  wheel  coupler. 
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8.  Pull  ahead  until  the  trailer  apron  slips  to  the  lower  part  of  the 
5th  wheel,  just  above  the  chassis  of  the  tractor.  Stop  tractor  in 
this  position.  Check  to  see  if  surface  and  landing  supports  are 
firm  enough  to  support  the  trailer. 

9.  Set  tractor  brakes,  disconnect  air  lines  and  light  cord  socket  from 
trailer  and  secure  them  to  the  dummy  couplings  on  rear  of 
tractor. 

10.   Re-enter  tractor  and  pull  ahead  until  the  two  units  are  separated. 


COUPLING  OF  UNIT 

1.  Back  the  tractor  so  that  the  5th  wheel  opening  is  in  a  direct  line 
with  the  trailer  kingpin. 

2.  Back  slowly  and  stop  just  before  the  5th  wheel  makes  contact  with 
the  trailer  apron  plate.  Secure  tractor. 

3.  Check  to  see  if  5th  wheel  coupler  is  open.  Check  the  height  of 
the  5th  wheel  with  the  trailer  apron.  If  the  trailer  is  too  high  or  too 
low,  make  the  proper  adjustment  by  raising  or  lowering  landing 
supports. 

4  Connect  air  lines  and  electrical  cord  socket  to  trailer.  Apply  and 
release  trailer  brakes  several  times  to  determine  if  air  is  reaching 
trailer  brakes.  Air  lines  are  connected  incorrectly  if  the  air  is 
not  escaping  from  the  exhaust  valve  at  rear  of  trailer. 

5.  Re-apply  trailer  brakes  to  lock  trailer  wheels.  Back  under  trailer 
until  5th  wheel  coupler  engages  with  the  trailer  kingpin,  locking 
it  automatically. 

6.  Check  the  coupling  by  gently  pulling  the  tractor  forward  with  the 
trailer  brakes  locked. 

7.  Secure  the  tractor  and  trailer  and  check  under  the  trailer  to  see 
if  the  5th  wheel  coupler  is  locked  around  the  kingpin. 

8.  Raise  landing  wheels  or  supports. 


INSPECTION  OF  EQUIPMENT 

Before  starting  his  day's  work,  a  driver  should  inspect  his  vehicle.  In 
addition,  an  "over-the-road"  driver  should  inspect  his  vehicle  every  100 
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miles  or  every  three  hours,  whichever  comes  first.  The  reverse  side  of  the 
Driver's  Log  (record  of  working  hours)  contains  a  form  on  which  the 
inspection  can  be  recorded. 

The  following  inspection  procedure  is  recommended:  (For  the  road 
test,  the  driver  should  tell  the  Examiner  which  item  of  equipment  he  is 
inspecting) . 

RE-TRIP  EQUIPMENT  CHECK 
"CIRCLE  CHECK" 

1st  STEP  ENTER  CAB 

a.  Make  sure  parking  brake  is  on 

b.  Depress  clutch  and  place  gearshift  into  neutral  position 

c.  Start  engine 

EXPLAIN  THE  FUNCTIONS  OF  EACH  OF  THE  FOLLOWING: 

a.  Oil  pressure  gauge  for  proper  pressure 

b.  Ammeter 

c.  Air  pressure 

d.  Temperature  gauge 
CHECK: 

a.  Horn 

b.  Windshield  wipers 

c.  Windshield  and  all  windows 

d.  Mirrors 

e.  Engine  for  unusual  noises 

When  air  pressure  is  built  up,  fan  foot  brake  until  low  air  pressure 
indicator  goes  on.  Build  up  air  pressure  again,  turn  off  engine,  set  park- 
ing brake,  place  transmission  in  lowest  forward  gear,  turn  on  lights  and 
left  turn  signal,  leave  cab  to  check  outside  of  vehicle. 
2nd  STEP  LEAVE  CAB  AND  BEGIN  CIRCLE  CHECK  AT  TOP 
FRONT     THEN     PROCEED  AROUND  VEHICLE  IN 
COUNTER-CLOCKWISE  DIRECTION,  BEGINNING  WITH 
LEFT  FRONT  WHEEL. 
CHECK: 

a.  Clearance-identification  lights 

b.  Height  marking 

c.  Cab  marker  lights 

d.  Valid  inspection  stickers 

e.  Headlights  (lowbeam)  and  left  turn  signal 
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f.  Front  bumper  and  valid  registration  plate 

g.  Front  end  -  leaks  and  excessive  wear;  springs,  etc. 

h.  Left  front  wheel  lug  nuts,  and  tire  for  inflation,  wear  and  cuts 

i.  Reach  in  cab  and  press  foot  dimmer  switch 

j.      Electric  lines,  brakes  lines  to  trailer  for  leaks  and  excessive  wear 

k.     Drive  line,  springs  and  rear  end 

I.      Left  rear  tires,  wheels,  lug  nuts  of  tractor 

m.    Side  clearance  lights  on  trailer 

n.     Air  leaks  at  trailer  axle  assembly;  springs;  axles 

o.     Left  rear  tires,  wheels  and  lug  nuts  of  trailer 

p.     Rear  doors,  tail  lights,  registration  plate  and  lamp,  left  turn 

signal  and,  if  required,  a  reflector, 
q.     Reach  in  cab  and  switch  on  right  turn  signal  (check  right  rear) 
r.      Right  rear  tires,  wheels  and  lug  nuts  of  trailer 
s.      Security  of  spare  tire  in  carrier  (if  any) 
t.      Side  clearance  lights  on  trailer 
u.     Trailer  landing  gear  (raised,  secured  and  low  range) 
v.     Right  rear  tires,  wheels  and  lug  nuts  of  tractor 
w.     Security  of  batteries,  fuel  tanks,  air  tanks,  mirrors,  etc. 
x.     Right  front  tire,,  wheel  and  lug  nuts 
y.     Right  turn  signal  and  headlights  (high  beams) 
3rd  STEP  IN  CAB  EMERGENCY  EQUIPMENT  CHECK 

a.  Three  pot  torches  or  red  electric  lamps  or  red  emergency  reflec- 
tor warning  devices 

b.  Chock  blocks 
4th  STEP  IN  CAB  TEST 

a.  Adjust  seat  and  mirrors 

b.  Clutch 

c.  Transmission 

d.  With  trailer  brakes  on,  put  gearshift  lever  in  lowest  forward 
gear  as  per  gearshift  diagram,  release  parking  brake  on  tractor, 
and  by  GENTLY  releasing  clutch,  check  coupling  between  trac- 
tor and  trailer.  This  will  also  check  trailer  brakes. 

e.  After  checking  coupling  between  tractor  and  trailer,  release 
trailer  brakes.  Then  release  clutch  pedal  GENTLY.  With 
vehicle  in  motion  check  foot  brakes. 

f .  Apply  tractor  parking  brake  while  stopped  and  then,  by  releas- 
ing clutch  GENTLY,  check  its  holding  power. 

g.  Check  steering  for  excessive  play. 

h.  Note  any  other  items  requiring  attention  on  the  inspection  sheet. 
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"OFF-STREET"  MANEUVERS: 

The  following  are  typical  examples  of  "Off-street"  maneuvers  which 
Class  1  and  Class  2  applicants  may  be  required  to  perform: 


Parallel  parking  at  curb 


Purpose: 

To  test  the  operator's  ability  to  maneuver  his  vehicle  backwards  into  a 
designated  space  which  is  required  when  making  certain  types  of  deliv- 
eries and  also  to  determine  his  ability  to  park  between  other  vehicles. 

Objective: 

The  area  used  for  examination  purposes  may  have  lines  and  stanchions 
to  simulate  a  curbing  and  parked  vehicles.  The  operator  is  required  to 
park  and  center  his  vehicle  within  1 2  inches  of  the  curb  without  touch- 
ing any  of  the  lines  or  stanchions.  The  operator  will  be  allowed  three 
pull-ups.  (Space  determined  by  length  of  vehicle  plus  10  feet). 


Forward  and  backward  through  alley 
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Purpose: 

To  test  the  operator's  ability  to  maneuver  his  vehicle  in  a  straight  line 
forward  and  backward  in  a  limited  area  and  his  ability  to  properly  judge 
side,  front  and  rear  clearance. 

Objective: 

The  area  used  for  examination  purposes  may  have  lines  and  stanchions 
to  simulate  an  alley  with  a  wall  at  each  end.  The  operator  is  required 
to  operate  his  vehicle  forward  in  a  straight  line  through  the  alley  and 
make  a  normal  stop  with  his  front  bumper  no  more  than  12  inches  from 
the  front  stanchion,  then  back  through  the  alley  in  a  straight  line  and 
make  a  normal  stop  with  the  rear  of  his  vehicle  no  more  than  12  inches 
from  the  rear  stanchion  without  touching  a  line  or  stanchion.  The 
operator  will  be  allowed  three  pull-ups. 

Forward  through  offset  alley 


Purpose: 

To  test  the  operator's  ability  to  make  left  and  right  turns  which  are 
required  when  operating  in  a  congested  area  and  to  test  his  ability  to 
allow  for  vehicle  "Off -track." 


Objective: 

The  area  used  for  examination  purposes  may  have  lines  and  stanchions 
to  simulate  a  left  and  a  right  lane.  The  operator  is  required  to  drive 
forward  in  the  right  lane  and  turn  into  the  left  lane  without  touching  any 
of  the  lines  or  stanchions. 
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Backing  into  alley  dock 


Purpose: 

To  test  an  operator's  ability  to  back  into  an  alley  on  a  narrow  street  and 
stop  so  that  the  rear  of  his  vehicle  is  in  a  squared  position  against  a  plat- 
form and  the  tractor  at  an  angle  to  the  trailer.  This  maneuver  is  required 
when  making  certain  types  of  deliveries  and  when  backing  into  a  plat- 
form between  parked  trailers. 

Objective: 

The  area  used  for  examination  purposes  may  have  lines  and  stanchions 
to  simulate  a  loading  platform  at  the  rear  of  a  narrow  alley  and  the  plat- 
form of  a  terminal  with  an  opening  between  parked  trailers.  The  operator 
is  required  to  back  into  the  alley  and  stop  with  his  trailer  in  a  square 
position  with  the  rear  no  more  than  12  inches  from  the  rear  platform  and 
his  tractor  at  a  sharp  angle  to  the  trailer  so  as  to  allow  other  vehicles  to 
pass.  This  must  be  done  without  touching  the  lines  or  the  stanchions.  The 
operator  will  be  allowed  three  pull-ups. 

THE  OUTLINE  OF  A  TYPICAL  "OFF-STREET"  DRIVING  TEST  FOR 
CLASS  2  VEHICLES 

1.  Pre-trip  equipment  check 

2.  Parallel  parking  to  curb 

3.  Forward  and  backward  through  alley. 

4.  Forward  through  offset  alley 

5.  Backing  into  alley  dock 
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INSPECTION  OF  EQUIPMENT 

It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  applicant  to  make  sure  the  vehicle  and 
its  equipment  are  in  good  working  order  before  the  test  is  started. 
The  following  tests  will  be  given  before  the  "Circle  check"  is  started. 

1st  STEP  IN  CAB  EMERGENCY  EQUIPMENT  CHECK 

a.  Three  pot  torches  or  red  electric  lamps  or  red  emergency  reflec- 
tor warning  devices 

b.  Adequate  chock  blocks 

c.  Fire  extinguisher  (when  required) 

2nd  STEP  ENTER  CAB  AND  START  ENGINE 

a.  Make  sure  parking  brake  is  on 

b.  Depress  clutch  and  place  gearshift  into  neutral  position 

c.  Start  engine 

VEHICLES  EQUIPPED  WITH  AIR  BRAKES 

Build  up  maximum  air  pressure.  The  needle  on  the  dash  gauge  should 
stop  somewhere  above  100  pounds  pressure.  Shut  off  engine,  step  on 
brake  pedal  and  hold  it  down;  there  will  be  a  pressure  drop  of  about  5 
to  15  pounds  when  the  brakes  are  first  applied.  If  pressure  continues  to 
drop  or  low  pressure  warning  device  starts  to  operate,  or  if  air  leaks  are 
heard,  the  test  will  end  unless  the  condition  can  be  immediately  corrected. 

VEHICLES  EQUIPPED  WITH  VACUUM  BRAKES 

If  engine  will  not  idle  or  keeps  stalling  after  being  warmed  up,  test 
will  end.    Vacuum  gauge  should  register  14-18  inches.   Low  pressure 
warning  device  should  activate  at  8  inches. 
VEHICLES  EQUIPPED  WITH  HYDRAULIC  BRAKES 

Depress  brake  pedal  and  hold  down,  if  pressure  does  not  hold  test 
will  end. 

CHECK  AND  EXPLAIN  THE  FUNCTION  OF  EACH  OF  THE 
FOLLOWING: 


a. 

Oil  pressure  gauge  for  proper  pressure 

b. 

Ammeter 

c. 

Air  or  Vacuum  pressure  hydraulic  brakes  (If  so  equipped) 

d. 

Temperature  gauge 

e. 

Horn 

f. 

Windshield  wipers 

9- 

Windshield  and  all  windows 

h. 

Mirrors 

i. 

Engine  for  unusual  noises 
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If  equipped  with  air  brakes:  build  up  air  pressure,  fan  foot  brakes 
until  low  air  pressure  indicator  goes  on,  re-build  air  pressure  to  maxi- 
mum, turn  off  engine.  Set  parking  brake,  place  transmission  in  lowest 
forward  gear,  turn  on  lights  and  left  turn  signal,  leave  cab  to  check 
outside  of  vehicle. 

CLASS  2  PRE  TRIP  EQUIPMENT  CHECK 
CIRCLE  CHECK 

3rd  STEP    LEAVE  CAB  AND  BEGIN  "CIRCLE  CHECK"  AT  TOP 
FRONT,  THEN  PROCEED  AROUND  THE  VEHICLE  IN 
COUNTER-CLOCKWISE      DIRECTION,  BEGINNING 
WITH  LEFT  FRONT  WHEEL. 
CHECK: 

a.  Clearance  identification  lights 

b.  Height  markings 

c.  Cab  marker  lights 

d.  Valid  inspection  sticker 

e.  Headlights  (lowbeam  and  left  turn  signal) 

f.  Front  bumper  and  valid  registration 

g.  Front  end  -  leaks  and  excessive  wear,  springs,  etc. 

h.  Left  front  wheel  lug  nuts,  and  tire  wear,  inflation  and  cuts 

i.  Reach  in  cab  and  press  foot  dimmer  switch 
j.      Drive  line,  springs  and  rear  end 

k.     Left  rear  tires,  wheel  lug  nuts  -  air  leaks 
I.      Side  clearance  lights 

m.    Rear  doors,  tail  lights,  registration  plate  and  lamp,  left  turn 

signal  and  if  required,  reflectors, 
n.     Reach  in  cab  and  switch  on  right  turn  signal  (check  right  rear) 
o.     Right  rear  tires,  wheels  and  lug  nuts  -  air  leaks 
p.     Side  clearance  lights 

q.     Security  of  spare  tire  and  carrier,  batteries,  fuel  tanks,  air 

tanks,  and  mirrors,  etc. 
r.     Right  front  tires,  wheels  and  lug  nuts 
s.     Right  turn  signal  and  headlights  (highbeam) 
4th  STEP  IN  CAB  TEST 

a.  Adjust  seat  and  mirrors 

b.  Clutch 

c.  Transmission 

d.  Test  service  brake  before  leaving  parking  lot  by  moving  vehicle 
forward  a  few  feet  and  apply  brake 

e.  Test  parking  brake  before  leaving  parking  lot  by  trying  to  move 
vehicle  slowly  with  parking  brake  set 

f.  Steering  for  excessive  play 

g.  Other  items  requiring  attention 
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Parallel  parking  at  curb 


Purpose: 

To  test  the  operator's  ability  to  maneuver  his  vehicle  backwards  into  a 
designated  space  which  is  required  when  making  certain  types  of  deliv- 
eries and  also  to  determine  his  ability  to  park  between  other  vehicles. 


Objective: 

The  area  used  for  examination  purposes  may  have  lines  and  stanchions 
to  simulate  a  curbing  and  parked  vehicles.  The  operator  is  required  to 
park  and  center  his  vehicle  within  1 2  inches  of  the  curb  without  touch- 
ing any  of  the  lines  or  stanchions.  The  operator  will  be  allowed  three 
pull-ups.  Space  determined  by  length  of  vehicle  plus  10  feet. 

Forward  and  backward  through  alley 
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Purpose: 

To  test  the  operator's  ability  to  maneuver  his  vehicle  in  a  straight  line 
forward  and  backward  in  a  limited  area  and  his  ability  to  properly  judge 
side,  front  and  rear  clearance. 

Objective: 

The  area  used  for  examination  purposes  may  have  lines  and  stanchions 
to  simulate  an  alley  with  a  wall  at  each  end.  The  operator  is  required 
to  operate  his  vehicle  forward  in  a  straight  line  through  the  alley  and 
make  a  normal  stop  with  his  front  bumper  no  more  than  12  inches  from 
the  front  stanchion,  then  back  through  the  alley  in  a  straight  line  and 
make  a  normal  stop  with  the  rear  of  his  vehicle  no  more  than  12  inches 
from  the  rear  stanchion  without  touching  a  line  or  stanchion.  The  opera- 
tor will  be  allowed  three  pull-ups. 

Forward  through  offset  alley 


Purpose: 

To  test  the  operator's  ability  to  make  left  and  right  turns  which  are 
required  when  operating  in  a  congested  area  and  to  test  his  ability  to 
allow  for  vehicle  "Off-track". 


Objective: 

The  area  used  for  examination  purposes  may  have  lines  and  stanchions 
to  simulate  a  left  and  a  right  lane.  The  operator  is  required  to  drive 
forward  in  the  right  lane  and  turn  into  the  left  lane  without  touching  any 
of  the  lines  or  stanchions. 
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Backing  into  alley  dock 


Purpose: 

To  test  the  operator's  ability  to  back  into  an  alley  on  a  narrow  street 
and  stop  so  that  the  rear  of  his  vehicle  is  in  a  squared  position  against 
a  platform.  This  maneuver  is  required  when  making  certain  types  of 
deliveries  and  when  backing  into  a  platform  between  parked  vehicles. 

Objective: 

The  area  used  for  examination  purposes  may  have  lines  and  stanchions 
to  simulate  a  loading  platform  at  the  rear  of  a  narrow  alley  and  the 
platform  of  a  terminal  with  an  opening  between  parked  vehicles.  The 
operator  is  required  to  back  into  the  alley  and  stop  with  his  vehicle  in  a 
square  position  with  the  rear  no  more  than  12  inches  from  the  rear 
platform.  This  must  be  done  without  touching  the  lines  or  the  stanchions. 
The  operator  will  be  allowed  three  pull-ups. 


ROAD  TEST  FOR  CLASS  1  AND  CLASS  2  VEHICLES 

1.  The  Road  test  will  consist  of  stopping  and  starting  in  traffic  and  on 
a  hill,  driving  in  traffic,  across  intersections,  parking,  left  and  right 
turns  or  any  other  operation  that  the  Examiner  may  deem  neces- 
sary or  when  conditions  may  require. 

2.  During  the  Road  Test,  you  will  be  judged  as  to  your  application  of 
the  "Rules  of  the  Road,"  safety  and  judgment,  control  and  coordina- 
tion, observation,  reaction  to  any  emergency,  courtesy  and  considera- 
tion to  pedestrians  and  other  users  of  the  highway. 

3.  DIRECTIONAL  SIGNALS  MUST  be  used  during  the  examination. 
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CAUSES  FOR  FAILURE  DURING  THE  DRIVING  TEST 

Inability  to  perform  any  "Off-Street"  procedure  or  maneuver  satis- 
factorily within  the  specified  number  of  attempts  allowable  or  in  accord- 
ance with  the  directions  of  the  Examiner,  accidents,  unsafe,  inept  or 
improper  operation  of  the  vehicle,  serious  violations,  "Jacknifing,"  or 
refusal  to  follow  instructions  will  result  in  immediate  failure. 

ALONG  THE  ROAD 

STARTING  THE  ENGINE 

1.  Engage  parking  brake,  place  transmission  in  neutral,  adjust  choke, 
depress  clutch  pedal. 

2.  Turn  on  ignition,  operate  starter. 

3.  Control  engine  with  foot  throttle  until  it  is  running  smoothly. 

4.  When  engine  is  running  smoothly,  set  hand  throttle  at  fast  idle  and 
allow  engine  to  warm  up  before  attempting  to  move  unit. 

5.  On  air-brake  vehicles,  air  pressure  gauge  should  register  sufficient 
air  pressure  before  vehicle  is  moved.  Audible  warning  buzzer  must 
have  stopped  sounding  and/or  warning  light  must  be  off. 

PUTTING  VEHICLE  INTO  MOTION 

1.  On  a  combination  unit,  test  hookup  in  one  of  the  following  methods 
before  attempting  to  get  unit  underway: 

a.  Place  transmission  in  reverse,  partially  engage  the  clutch  and 
speed  up  engine  to  make  power  unit  go  backward  in  a  short, 
sharp  jerk.  This  is  known  as  "hitting  the  pin." 

b.  If  power  unit  is  equipped  with  a  trolley  brake,  pull  handle 
down  to  set  trailer  brakes.  Place  transmission  in  lowest  for- 
ward gear  (do  not  use  under-drive  on  vehicle  equipped  with 
auxiliary  transmission)  and  partially  engage  clutch.  Speed  up 
engine  to  pull  forward  against  locked  trailer  brakes. 

c.  If  power  unit  is  not  equipped  with  a  trolley  brake  place  trans- 
mission in  lowest  forward  gear  (do  not  use  under-drive  on 
auxiliary  transmission)  and  partially  engage  clutch  to  give  unit 
a  light  forward  jerk. 

2.  Disengage  clutch  and  place  transmission  in  lowest  forward  gear.  If 
vehicle  is  equipped  with  a  trolley  brake,  pull  it  down  to  set  trailer 
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brakes  to  keep  unit  from  rolling.  If  there  is  no  trolley  brake  leave 
trailer  parking  brake  set. 

When  starting,  gradually  release  clutch  and  at  the  same  time  release 
trolley  or  parking  brake  as  clutch  engages.  At  the  same  time,  en- 
gine must  be  speeded  up  gradually  to  prevent  stalling  and  to  move 
load.  Do  not  ride  clutch  when  it  is  fully  engaged  and  vehicle  is  in 
motion. 

3.  Foot  brakes  must  be  checked  immediately  after  the  vehicle  is  under- 
way, within  at  least  50  feet  during  the  road  test. 

SHIFTING  UP  THROUGH  THE  GEARS  (Main  Transmission) 

1.  In  each  gear,  sufficient  speed  must  be  built  up  to  avoid  lugging 
engine  in  that  gear  and  speed  must  be  sufficient  so  that  engine  will 
not  be  lugged  when  the  next  higher  gear  is  reached. 

2.  Double-clutching  must  be  used  on  most  manually-shifted  truck 
transmissions  and  it  must  be  used  on  all  except  syncro-mesh  trans- 
missions. Shifting  is  faster  and  smoother  when  the  double-clutch 
procedure  of  depressing  the  clutch  twice  with  each  change  of  gears 
is  used. 

SHIFTING  DOWN 

Be  alert  to  changing  conditions  which  may  require  reduction  of  speed 
and  which  may  require  shifting  down  a  gear.  Do  not  wait  until  the 
engine  starts  to  lug  before  shifting  down.  For  dangerous  down  grades, 
gears  should  be  down-shifted  to  make  use  of  engine-braking. 

A  good  driver  will  downshift  before  passing  the  crest  of  a  hill  since  it 
is  dangerous  to  downshift  past  that  point.  If  you  miss  a  gear  you  are  in 
trouble. 

In  addition,  if  your  brakes  fail  on  a  level  road,  you  should  shift  to  a 
lower  gear  and  use  engine  compression  to  assist  in  stopping  the  vehicle. 

STEERING  (FORWARD) 

In  making  a  turn,  the  rear  of  the  vehicle  follows  a  substantially  shorter 
path  than  the  front.  This  is  true  with  any  type  of  four-wheeled  vehicle 
from  a  coaster  wagon  to  the  largest  tractor-semi-trailer  combination. 
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In  truckers'  language,  this  is  called  "off-track."  The  greater  the  dis- 
tance between  the  front  and  rear  wheels  and  the  sharper  the  turn,  the 
greater  the  off-track.  Thus  the  path  taken  by  the  rear  of  the  vehicle  be- 
comes almost  as  important  as  that  taken  by  the  front. 


25 


On  the  open  highways,  the  driver  must  be  trained  to  keep  the  front  of 
the  vehicle  toward  the  center  of  the  road  on  a  right  curve  so  that  the  rear 
will  not  travel  off  the  pavement. 

On  a  left  curve,  the  front  of  the  vehicle  must  be  held  toward  the  out- 
side of  the  curve  so  that  the  rear  will  not  cut  short  into  a  lane  of  opposing 
traffic. 

At  the  ordinary  right-angle  urban  intersection,  it  is  necessary  to  pull 
straight  into  an  intersection  for  a  distance  before  beginning  to  turn,  so 
that  the  rear  of  the  vehicle  will  follow  a  proper  path  without  cutting  too 
short. 

STEERING  (BACKING) 

The  control  of  a  single-unit  truck  while  backing  is  the  same  as  for  a 
passenger  car.  The  steering  wheel  is  turned  in  the  same  direction  in 
which  it  is  desired  to  move  the  back  end  of  the  vehicle. 


In  backing  a  tractor-semi-trailer,  the  steering  wheel  must  be  turned  in 
a  direction  opposite  to  that  in  which  it  is  desired  to  move  the  rear  of  the 
trailer.  When  backing  a  vehicle,  both  rear  view  mirrors  should  be  used. 
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A  vehicle  should  be  backed  slowly  because,  even  with  two  mirrors,  vision 
is  limited.  There  always  is  a  "blind  spot"  to  the  rear  which  a  mirror 
cannot  reflect. 

When  no  observer  is  present,  you  should  leave  your  "rig"  and  person- 
ally check  the  path  it  will  take  when  you  back  it  up. 

USE  OF  BRAKES 

1.  Brakes  should  be  applied  with  steady  pressure  at  the  beginning  of  a 
stop  and  then  eased  off  as  the  vehicle  slows  down.  Just  before  the 
vehicle  comes  to  a  complete  stop,  brakes  should  be  released  to  avoid 
jerk  and  rebound  and  then  applied  again  to  hold  vehicle  while  it  is 
stopped. 

2.  Brakes  should  not  be  fanned  (alternately  applied  and  released) 
except  on  slippery  pavement  where  this  type  of  braking  gives  better 
control,  reduces  danger  of  skidding  and  gives  a  shorter  stop.  Fanning 
brakes  wastes  air  pressure  and  serves  no  useful  purpose  on  dry  pave- 
ment. Fanning  the  brakes  on  a  long  downhill  grade  may  reduce  air 
pressure  below  the  minimum  pressure  needed  for  proper  brake 
operation. 
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3.  Great  care  must  be  taken  to  avoid  excessive  use  of  brakes  on  long 
downgrades.  Drivers  must  use  engine  compression  as  the  principal 
means  of  controlling  speed  on  long  grades  and  in  mountainous  ter- 
rain. Drivers  must  use  the  same  gear  in  descending  a  long  grade  as 
they  would  in  climbing  it. 

4.  If  the  low-air  pressure  warning  operates  at  anytime,  the  driver  must 
stop  immediately  in  the  safest  available  place  and  correct  the  loss  of 
air  pressure  before  proceeding. 

5.  The  trailer  hand  valve  (trolly  brake)  has  a  limited  purpose.  It  may 
be  used  as  a  hill-holder  or  to  prevent  jackknifing.  It  also  is  used  in 
testing  a  hookup,  but  it  should  not  be  used  for  any  other  purpose. 

6.  If  your  brakes  should  fail  on  a  level  road,  you  should  downshift  and 
use  engine  compression  to  slow  your  vehicle. 

PARKING 

To  insure  that  a  unit  will  stay  in  position  when  parked,  the  following 
precautions  must  be  observed  to  prevent  a  runaway  vehicle: 

1.  Set  parking  brake  in  power  unit. 

2.  Place  transmission  in  lowest  forward  gear  or  reverse. 

3.  If  vehicle  is  equipped  with  two-speed  axle,  the  axle  must  be  in  low 
range  when  the  vehicle  is  parked. 

4.  If  vehicle  is  equipped  with  auxiliary  transmission,  the  transmission 
must  be  in  low  range  when  the  vehicle  is  parked. 

5.  Block  the  unit  with  adequate  chock  blocks. 

6.  Under  no  circumstances  may  a  driver  use  the  trolley  brake  to  hold 
a  parked  unit. 

GENERAL  DRIVER  CONDUCT 

Bad  Habits  To  Avoid 

Today's  truck  and  bus  drivers  are  among  the  highway's  best  citizens. 
Yet  the  motoring  public  tends  to  criticize  certain  practices  of  some  of 
them.  Each  driver  holds  the  key  to  form  the  opinion  of  the  public  toward 
his  industry.  Be  a  defensive  driver,  anticipate  what  the  other  driver  might 
do  and  compensate  for  him. 

Going  up  Hills  —  Obstructing  traffic  while  going  up  hills  is  a  common 
complaint  against  trucks  and  buses.  Reduced  speed  on  hills  is  often 
unavoidable,  but  a  good  driver  can  reduce  the  delay  to  faster  traffic 
behind  him.  He  can  do  this  by  keeping  to  the  right  and  allowing  the 
faster  traffic  to  pass. 
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SLOW-MOVING  COMMERCIAL  VEHICLES: 

A  slow-moving  commercial  vehicle  shall  not  follow  another  slow- 
moving  vehicle  within  200  feet  when  all  three  of  the  following  conditions 
exist: 

1.  Outside  of  a  business  or  residential  district 

2.  Upon  roadways  which  are  two-lanes  only. 

3.  Upon  roadways  which  are  less  than  27  feet  wide 

EXCEPTIONS:    This  rule  does  not  apply: 

1.  When  such  vehicles  pass  one  another 

2.  To  funerals 

3.  To  other  lawful  processions 

Under  no  circumstances,  even  when  travelling  on  a  level  highway, 
should  a  driver  use  turn  signals  to  indicate  it  is  safe  to  pass.  Such  use 
tends  only  to  confuse  drivers  in  following  traffic  since  the  basic  meaning 
of  such  signals  is  to  indicate  a  turn  into  an  intersecting  road  or  that  the 
driver  is  pulling  into  another  lane  to  pass  a  slower-moving  vehicle. 

Speed  —  A  truck  or  bus  always  seems  to  be  going  faster  than  it  really 
is  because  of  its  larger  size  and  louder  noise.  Therefore  a  good  truck 
driver  always  keeps  the  speed  of  his  vehicle  under  control. 

Improper  Passing  —  Some  truck  and  bus  drivers  have  the  bad  habit  of 
switching  on  their  turn  signals  and  immediately  pulling  out  into  traffic 
when  the  vehicles  following  are  too  close  for  safety.  Another  bad  habit 
is  the  practice  of  pulling  out  to  pass  another  large  vehicle  on  a  multiple- 
lane  highway  when  the  difference  in  speed  is  so  small  that  the  maneuver 
obstructs  following  traffic  for  an  unreasonable  period  of  time. 

Bluffing  —  The  driver  who  uses  the  large  size  of  his  vehicle  to  force  his 
way  through  traffic  may  create  a  serious  traffic  hazard.  Instead,  be  a 
defensive  driver.  Make  allowances  for  other  drivers  by  avoiding  the 
hazards  that  they  create. 

Convoys  —  When  pulling  out  into  the  highway  after  a  stop,  drivers  of 
groups  of  trucks  or  buses  should  do  so  at  time  intervals  which  will 
permit  proper  spacing  between  them  on  the  highway. 
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Special  Rules 


Straight  truck  or  bus  turning 
showing  minimum  swing-out 
without  cutting  the  curb. 


!  turn, 
strike 


Tractor-semitrailer  making  same 
showing  how  trailer  wheels  will 
curb  —  more  swing-out  required. 

Turns  —  Turning  a  large  vehicle  requires  more  care  and  specialized 
knowledge  than  turning  a  passenger  car.  Operators  of  large  vehicles  have 
certain  factors  to  bear  in  mind.  Watch  your  off-track  or  back  wheels.  For 
a  given  turn  of  the  steering  wheel,  the  rear  wheels  follow  a  shorter  path 
than  the  front  wheels.  Allow  for  this  on  all  turns  so  that  your  vehicle 
does  not  strike  another  vehicle  or  stationary  object  causing  an  acci- 
dent. Be  careful  about  swinging  wide  to  make  a  right  turn.  There  is 
danger  that  some  other  driver  will  try  to  pass  on  your  right.  It  is  better 
to  swing  wide  into  the  street  you  are  entering  as  you  make  the  turn. 

When  the  traffic  light  is  green  and  you  are  waiting  to  make  a  left 
turn,  move  the  front  of  your  vehicle  to  the  center  of  the  intersection. 
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Loading  and  Unloading  —  Here  are  some  safety  practices  for  you  to 
follow: 

1.  Plan  your  route  to  keep  backing  at  a  minimum.  Never  back  into 
traffic  if  you  can  avoid  it.  Since  many  commercial  vehicle  accidents 
occur  when  a  vehicle  is  being  backed,  back  only  when  absolutely 
necessary. 

2.  Be  sure  to  inspect  your  line  of  travel  before  backing  by  walking 
around  your  vehicle. 

3.  Even  when  a  helper  is  directing  you,  you  are  responsible  for  safe 
backing.  Be  sure  your  helper  is  in  a  position  where  he  has  a  clear 
view  and  where  his  signals  can  be  seen  and  heard  by  you  and  other 
users  of  the  highway. 

4.  When  body  doors  must  be  opened  prior  to  backing  up  to  a  dock,  be 
sure  they  are  properly  fastened  in  position  so  that  they  will  not  swing 
or  strike  an  object. 

5.  When  spotting  trucks  or  trailers  at  a  platform,  precautions  should 
be  taken  to  guard  against  rollaways.  Always  block  the  trailer  wheels 
when  leaving  a  trailer  spotted  alone. 

CHOCK  BLOCKS: 

The  following  vehicles  must  have  one  pair  of  adequate  safety  blocks 
when  being  operated  upon  the  public  highways. 

1.  A  bus  having  a  seating  capacity  of  more  than  seven  (7)  passen- 
gers. 

2.  A  truck  weighing  unloaded  more  than  four  (4)  thousand  pounds. 

3.  Every  tractor,  trailer  or  combination. 

Whenever  these  vehicles  are  parked  on  a  grade  where  they  might 
move  of  their  own  momentum,  the  safety  blocks  must  be  securely 
placed  around  the  rear  wheels  to  prevent  movement. 

RAILROAD  CROSSINGS: 

All  persons  operating  vehicles  are  required  to  slow  down  to  a  reason- 
able and  proper  rate  before  proceeding  and  while  crossing  over  a  grade 
crossing. 

The  following  shall  make  a  full  stop  not  more  than  75  feet  from  the 
nearest  track  of  said  railroad: 

1.  Every  operator  approaching  a  railroad  crossing  where  the  red 
lights  are  flashing  or  the  gate  is  lowered. 

2.  Every  person  operating  a  school  bus. 
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3.   Every  person  operating  a  motor  vehicle  carrying  as  cargo  or  part 
of  a  cargo: 

a.  Explosive  substances 

b.  Inflammable  liquids 

The  shifting  of  gears  on  railroad  grade  crossings  should  be  avoided 
because  of  the  danger  of  stalling  on  the  tracks. 

(Note:  For  the  purpose  of  the  road  test,  it  is  assumed  that  the  bus  is 
occupied  by  passengers  and  therefore  you  are  required  to  stop.  If  road- 
testing  in  a  truck,  you  will  be  expected  to  stop  at  all  railroad  crossings.) 
CLEARANCES: 

Drivers  of  larger  vehicles  must  know  their  vehicle's  height  and  width 
and  watch  for  clearance  signs  on  bridges  and  underpasses.  They  should 
plan  their  proposed  routes  beforehand  to  take  into  consideration  such 
potential  hazards  as  steep  and  winding  hills,  low  clearance  of  overhead 
structures  and  low  weight  limits  on  bridges.  They  can  avoid  dangerous 
situations  by  changing  their  route  to  a  safer  one.  They  must  remember 
that  road  repairs,  rough  roads,  ice,  floods  or  empty  equipment  may 
cause  difficulty  where  clearance  normally  is  adequate.  If  no  alternate 
route  is  possible,  the  safe  driver  makes  certain  he  follows  instructions 
contained  in  danger  signs  posted  where  perilous  conditions  exist.  He 
also  obeys  regulations  which  bans  trucks  on  certain  highways  or  bans 
them  if  they  weigh  more  than  is  allowed.  Height,  if  over  10  feet,  ex- 
cluding load  must  be  painted  on  front  or  side  of  vehicle  in  letters  and 
numbers  at  least  4  inches  high.  No  vehicle  shall  exceed  a  height  of  13 
feet  6  inches  without  a  special  permit. 

FLARES  —  definition —  (Chapter  85,  Section  14B) 

1.  A  lighted  pot  torch 

2.  A  lighted  red  electric  lamp 

3.  A  red  emergency  reflector  warning  signal. 

These  flares  must  meet  the  specifications  of  the  Department  of  Trans- 
portation and  bear  the  label  of  Underwriter's  Laboratory,  Inc. 

FLARES  (use)  —  (Chapter  85,  Section  14B) 

Required  of  the  following  vehicles  when  they  become  disabled  in 
the  travelled  portion  of  any  street  or  highway: 

1.   Commercial  vehicles  in  excess  of  5000  pounds  gross  weight. 
Flares  are  not  required  on  the  following  commercial  vehicles: 

a.  Motor  Buses 

b.  Taxicabs 

c.  "Automobile  Service  Trucks"  (tow  trucks,  etc.) 


32 


To  be  displayed  as  follows : 

1.  One  flare  in  the  center  of  traffic  lane  in  which  such  disabled 
vehicle  remains  and  placed  approximately  100  feet  from  such 
vehicle  in  the  direction  of  traffic  approaching  in  that  lane. 

2.  One  flare  not  less  than  100  feet  from  such  vehicle  in  the  oppo- 
site direction  in  that  lane. 

3.  One  flare  at  the  traffic  side  of  such  vehicle  not  nearer  than  10 
feet  from  the  front  or  rear  of  such  vehicle. 

4.  However,  if  such  vehicle  is  disabled  within  300  feet  of  a  curve, 
crest  of  a  hill,  or  other  place  where  the  view  of  such  vehicle  is 
obstructed,  the  flare  in  that  direction  shall  be  placed  so  as  to 
afford  ample  warning  to  other  persons  using  such  way,  and  in 
no  case  less  than  100  nor  more  than  300  feet,  from  the  dis- 
abled vehicle.  Every  motor  vehicle  to  which  this  section  ap- 
plies when  operated  on  any  street  or  highway,  shall  carry  at  all 
times  not  less  than  three  flares  in  a  position  where  they  are 
easily  accessible  to: 

a.  Any  person  desiring  to  use  them 

b.  Any  officer  or  official  authorized  to  inspect  said  vehicle. 

5.  Fire  Hazards  —  It  is  unlawful  to  attach  a  flame-producing 
warning  signal  to  any  part  of  the  vehicle.  Truckers  also  should 
use  caution  in  placing  flares  where  fuel  leakage  has  taken  place. 

CRANE  OR  BOOM 

No  motor  vehicle,  trailer  or  other  vehicle,  carrying  a  crane  or  boom 
whether  or  not  permanently  or  temporarily  attached  to  said  vehicle  or 
trailer,  which  crane  or  boom  extends  more  than  fifteen  feet  beyond  the 
bed  or  body  of  the  vehicle  or  trailer  shall  be  operated  or  drawn  on  any 
way  unless  vehicles  approaching  from  the  rear  are  protected  from  the 
rear  projecting  crane  or  boom  by  another  vehicle  following  immediately 
behind  the  projecting  extremity  of  such  crane  or  boom. 

MIRROR 

Every  motor  vehicle  shall  be  equipped  with  at  LEAST  ONE  MIRROR 
so  placed  and  adjusted  as  to  afford  the  operator  a  clear,  reflected  view 
of  the  highway  to  the  rear  and  left  side  of  the  vehicle. 

Maximum  width  may  be  extended  to  106  inches  by  projection  of 
mirrors  on  semi-trailer  combinations,  tractors  and  commercial  vehicles 
with  a  gross  weight  in  excess  of  10,000  pounds  or  a  bus  or  a  school  bus. 
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EQUIPMENT  WHICH  IS  REQUIRED  ON  CERTAIN 
VEHICLES 


AMBER  CLEARANCE  LIGHT: 


Every  truck,  trailer  and  commercial  motor  vehicle  having  a  carrying 
capacity  of  three  (3)  tons  or  over  is  required  to  have  a  amber  light 
attached  to  the  extreme  left  front  of  such  vehicle,  so  attached  and 
adjusted  as  to  indicate  the  extreme  left  lateral  extension  of  the  vehicle 
or  load.  Such  light  must  be  visible  at  least  two  hundred  (200)  feet  in 
the  direction  toward  which  the  vehicle  is  proceeding  or  facing. 


In  addition  to  the  red  lights  and  the  light  to  illuminate  the  number 
plate,  a  commercial  motor  vehicle  or  trailer  having  a  gross  weight  of 
more  than  twelve  thousand  (12,000)  pounds  must  have  a  red  reflector 
at  the  rear  which  complies  with  such  minimum  standards  for  construction 
and  performance  as  the  Registrar  may  prescribe. 


Every  motor  vehicle  or  trailer  (except  passenger  motor  vehicles) 
operated  in  or  upon  any  way,  shall  be  equipped  with  suitable  splash 
guards  which  will  effectively  reduce  the  spray  or  splash  of  mud,  water 
or  slush  to  the  rear  caused  by  the  rear  wheels. 


Every  trailer,  (except  a  semi-trailer),  shall  in  addition  to  a  regular 
hitch,  be  fastened  by  safety  chains  to  prevent  it  from  breaking  away 
from  the  towing  vehicle.  Two  safety  chains  shall  connect  the  trailer  and 
the  towing  vehicle,  one  on  each  side  of  the  central  trailer  hitch.  One  end 
of  each  chain  shall  be  securely  attached  to  the  towing  vehicle  and  the 
other  end  securely  attached  to  the  trailer  in  such  a  manner  as  to  control 
the  direction  of  travel  of  the  trailer  and  to  prevent  the  tow  bar  from 
dropping  to  the  ground  in  the  event  the  coupling  fails.  Each  chain  with 
its  means  of  attachment  shall  be  entirely  independent  of  the  other  chain 
or  of  the  coupling  and  shall  have  an  ultimate  strength  at  least  equal  to 
the  gross  weight  of  the  trailer  and  its  load.  The  chains  shall  not  be  per- 
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mitted  to  drag  on  the  ground  and  shall  have  no  more  slack  than  is 
necessary  to  allow  proper  turning  of  the  vehicles. 

LOAD  OR  OBJECT  EXTENDING  BEYOND  REAR  OF  VEHICLE: 
Motor  vehicles  or  trailers  which  carry  a  load  or  object  which  extend 

four  (4)  feet  or  more  beyond  the  bed  or  body  of  such  vehicle  shall 

comply  as  follows : 

1.  WHEN  LIGHTS  ARE  REQUIRED  TO  BE  LIT 

They  must  have  at  the  extreme  rear  of  such  load  or  object,  a  red 
light  which  can  be  seen  at  least  five  hundred  (500)  feet  to  the 
sides  and  rear 

2.  WHEN  LIGHTS  ARE  NOT  REQUIRED 

In  place  of  the  red  light,  they  must  have  a  red  flag  or  red  cloth 
which  is  at  least  twelve  (12)  inches  square 

FLASHING  EMERGENCY  LIGHTS: 

1967  or  later  model  vehicles  which  are  registered  in  Massachusetts 

are  required  to  be  equipped  with  a  device  to  permit  the  front  and  rear 

directional  signals  to  flash  simultaneously.  This  device  is  to  be  used 

ONLY  when  the  vehicle  is  DISABLED  or  STOPPED  IN  THE  EVENT  OF 

AN  EMERGENCY  on  or  at  the  side  of  any  public  street  or  highway. 

BRAKES:  Air,  Electric,  Hydraulic 
VEHICLES  OR  TRACTORS  MANUFACTURED  IN  THE  YEAR  1961 
OR  LATER 

1.  Designed  and  used  for  drawing  another  vehicle 

2.  Weighing  unloaded  MORE  than  10,000  pounds 
SHALL  BE  EQUIPPED  WITH: 

a.  Full  air  brakes  or 

b.  Hydraulic  brakes  with  Vacuum  Power  or  Air  Power  Assist 
All  braking  systems  shall  be  constructed  and  designed  so  as  to  permit 

modulated  control  of  brake  application  and  release  by  the  operator  from 

the  NORMAL  OPERATING  POSITION. 

EVERY  TRAILER  OR  SEMI-TRAILER  WEIGHING  UNLOADED  MORE 
THAN  10,000  POUNDS  SHALL  BE  EQUIPPED  WITH: 
a.   Air  brakes  or  b.  Electric  brakes 


EXCEPTIONS:  Does  not  apply  to  school  buses  or  fire  apparatus 


1968  MODEL  VEHICLES  HAVING  A 
GROSS  VEHICLE  WEIGHT  UP  TO  10,000  POUNDS 
AND  ALL  1969  AND  LATER  MODEL  VEHICLES 

These  vehicles  which  are  equipped  with  a  hydraulic  braking  system 
whether  or  not  assisted  by  other  means,  which  provides  braking  action 
on  four  or  more  wheels,  shall  be  equipped  with  a  service  brake  system 
so  arranged  as  to  provide  separate  systems  for  at  least  two  wheels  and 
so  designed  and  constructed  that  rupture  or  leakage-type  failure  of  any 
single  pressure  component  of  the  service  brake  system,  except  structural 
failures  of  the  brake  master  cylinder  body,  effectiveness  indicator  body, 
or  other  housing  common  to  the  divided  system,  will  not  result  in  com- 
plete loss  of  function  of  the  vehicle's  brakes  when  force  on  the  brake 
pedal  is  continued.  "Pressure  component"  means  any  internal  compo- 
nent of  the  brake  master  cylinder  or  master  control  unit,  wheel  brake 
cylinder,  brake  line,  brake  hose,  or  equivalent,  except  vacuum  assist 
components. 

For  the  purposes  of  this  section,  gross  vehicle  weight  shall  mean  the 
manufacturer's  maximum  gross  vehicle  weight  rating  for  that  vehicle. 

RULES  AND  REGULATIONS  GOVERNING 
LIMITED  ACCESS  AND  EXPRESS  STATE  HIGHWAYS 

BACKING  PROHIBITIONS: 

No  person  shall  back  a  vehicle  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  entrance  to 
any  Express  State  Highway  off  ramp.  Exit  from  the  highway  shall  be 
made  only  at  succeeding  exits.  No  person  shall  back  a  vehicle  from  any 
ramp  which  provides  entrance  or  exit  for  an  Express  State  Highway. 

TUNNEL  RESTRICTIONS: 

No  person  shall  operate  a  vehicle,  and  no  person  shall  allow,  permit 
or  suffer  a  vehicle  leased  by  him  or  registered  in  his  name  to  be  operated, 
transporting  any  dangerous  article  in  any  quantity  in  the  vehicular  tunnel 
of  the  John  F.  Fitzgerald  Expressway  located  beneath  Dewey  Square  in 
the  City  of  Boston. 

Northbound  Vehicles: 

Northbound  vehicles  transporting  any  dangerous  article  shall  leave  the 
John  F.  Fitzgerald  Expressway  via  the  Kneeland  Street  exit  and  may 
enter  or  re-enter  the  Expressway  at  the  Northern  Avenue  entrance  ramp. 


Southbound  Vehicles: 

Southbound  vehicles  transporting  any  dangerous  article  shall  leave  the 
John  F.  Fitzgerald  Expressway  via  the  High  Street  exit  and  may  enter  or 
re-enter  the  Expressway  at  the  Kneeland  Street  entrance  ramp. 

Empty  Tank  Vehicles,  Empty  Containers: 

No  person  shall  operate  or  allow,  permit  or  suffer  to  be  operated,  an 
empty  tank  vehicle  or  a  vehicle  transporting  empty  containers  which 
were  last  used  for  the  transportation  of  a  flammable  compressed  gas, 
flammable  liquid,  a  poisonous  substance,  or  an  explosive  in  the  vehicular 
tunnel  of  the  John  F.  Fitzgerald  Expressway. 

Truck  Cranes: 

No  person  shall  operate  a  truck  crane  or  any  vehicle  having  a  rear 
projecting  crane  or  boom  in  the  vehicular  tunnel  of  the  John  F.  Fitz- 
gerald Expressway  unless  such  crane  or  boom  has  been  depressed  suffi- 
ciently to  prevent  it  from  coming  in  contact  with  any  part  of  the  tunnel 
or  tunnel  devices,  and  only  while  vehicles  approaching  from  the  rear  are 
protected  from  the  rear  projecting  crane  or  boom  by  another  vehicle 
following  immediately  behind  the  projecting  extremities  of  the  truck 
crane. 

OPERATION  OF  COMMERCIAL  VEHICLES  AND  BUSES: 

1.  For  the  purposes  of  this  section  a  commercial  vehicle  shall  be  con- 
strued to  mean  any  vehicle  registered  for  commercial  purposes  and 
designed  and  used  primarily  for  the  transportation  of  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandise,  and  the  word  bus  shall  be  construed  to  mean  every 
vehicle  designed  for  carrying  more  than  nine  (9)  passengers  and 
used  primarily  for  the  transportation  of  persons. 

2.  On  any  limited  access  or  express  State  Highway  where  there  is  more 
than  one  passing  lane  open  to  traffic, no  person  shall  operate  a  com- 
mercial vehicle  or  a  bus  in  the  lane  adjacent  to  the  median  or  center 
strip  of  the  highway.  Except  in  an  emergency,  the  operator  of  a 
commercial  vehicle  or  bus  shall  overtake  and  pass  another  vehicle 
only  in  the  passing  lane  adjacent  to  the  travel  lane. 

The  provisions  of  paragraph  (2)  shall  only  be  effective  during  the 
period  that  Official  Traffic  Signs  are  in  place  to  notify  operators  of  the 
provisions  of  the  regulation. 


MISCELLANEOUS  INFORMATION 

MARKING 

The  owner  of  any  motor  vehicle  specially  designed  or  equipped  to 
transport  personal  property  over  the  ways  of  this  Commonwealth  and 
which  has  a  carrying  capacity  of  more  than  one  thousand  (1000) 
pounds  shall  have  the  owner's  name  marked  on  the  truck  so  as  to  be 
plainly  visible  from: 

1.  Each  side  of  the  vehicle  or  2.  From  the  front  and  rear  of  the  vehicle 
3.  A  motor  vehicle  with  a  height  over  10  feet  (excluding  load)  must 
have  the  height  painted  in  letters  at  least  4  inches  high  conspic- 
uously on  side  or  front  of  vehicle. 

SPILLING 

No  person  shall  drive  or  move  a  vehicle  on  any  way,  as  defined  in 
Section  1,  Chapter  90,  nor  shall  the  owner  or  bailee  require  or  permit 
same  to  be  driven  or  moved  on  any  such  way  unless  such  vehicle  is 
constructed  or  loaded  so  as  to  prevent  any  of  its  load  from: 

1.  Dropping  2.  Shifting  3.  Leaking,  or  otherwise  escaping  therefrom. 

If  the  vehicle  is  loaded  with  sand  or  gravel,  the  load  must  be  fully  and 
adequately  covered. 

EXCEPTIONS 

This  section  does  not  prohibit: 

1.  The  dropping  of  sand  for  the  purpose  of  securing  traction 

2.  The  sprinkling  of  water  or  other  substance  for  the  purpose  of 
cleaning  or  maintaining  the  way 

TOWING  MORE  THAN  ONE  TRAILER  OR  OTHER  VEHICLE 

No  motor  vehicle  shall  be  operated  on  any  way  to  draw  more  than 
one  trailer  or  other  motor  vehicle  without  a  permit  so  to  operate  from 
the  Department  of  Public  Works. 

TRAILER  —  SEMI-TRAILER  (Occupants) 

No  person  or  persons  shall  occupy  a  trailer  or  semi-trailer  while  such 
trailer  or  semi-trailer  is  being  towed,  pushed  or  drawn,  or  is  otherwise 
in  motion  upon  any  way. 

D.O.T.  REGULATIONS  (Vehicles  conforming  therewith) 

Any  commercial  motor  vehicle,  semi-trailer  or  trailer,  used  in  inter- 
state commerce,  which  shall  conform  as  to  its  equipment  with  the 
regulations  established  from  time  to  time  by  the  Department  of  Trans- 
portation shall  be  deemed  to  conform  to  the  equipment  requirements 
as  set  forth  in  Chapter  90,  Section  7. 
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PART  B 

SPECIAL  INFORMATION  FOR  BUS-SCHOOL  BUS  DRIVERS 

The  bus  driver's  most  important  concern  is  for  the  safety  of  his 
passengers. 

1.  A  cautious  driver  approaches  intersections  with  his  foot  resting  on 
the  brake  pedal,  ready  to  stop  if  necessary. 

2.  If  intending  to  turn  right,  it  is  suggested  that  the  driver  signal  his 
intention  100  feet  in  advance.  He  should  keep  as  close  to  the  right 
as  possible. 

3.  If  intending  to  turn  left  on  a  one-way  street,  the  driver  pulls  into 
the  left  lane  as  soon  as  practical  and  it  is  suggested  that  he  signal 
100  feet  in  advance  of  the  turn. 

4.  On  a  two-way  street,  he  places  his  bus  as  soon  as  possible  so  that 
the  left  wheels  are  to  the  right  of  the  center  of  the  road  and  signals 
100  feet  in  advance  of  his  intention  to  turn  left. 

5.  A  driver  allows  at  least  five  feet  clearance  when  pulling  behind 
vehicles  standing  at  an  intersection. 

6.  If  pulling  into  a  loading  zone,  a  bus  driver  approaches  the  curb  at 
a  speed  which  will  allow  a  slow,  smooth  stop.  He  angles  the  bus 
toward  a  corner  after  the  rear  door  of  the  bus  is  beyond  parked 
vehicles  along  the  curb.  He  applies  brakes  smoothly  and  steadily, 
instead  of  "fanning/'  He  does  not  open  the  door  until  after  coming 
to  a  full  stop.  He  drives  as  closely  as  possible  to  the  curb  or  safety 
zone  when  preparing  to  load  or  unload  passengers. 

7.  Before  starting,  the  driver  makes  certain  the  doors  are  closed.  If 
he  is  at  an  intersection,  he  makes  sure  he  has  a  "go"  signal,  and 
that  no  pedestrians  or  vehicles  are  in  the  way.  He  does  not  attempt 
to  pass  a  moving  vehicle  in  or  at  an  intersection.  He  makes  a 
smooth  start  and  picks  up  speed  gradually. 

8.  If  he  is  moving  straight  ahead,  he  moves  slowly  and  parallel  with 
the  curb  until  he  is  in  the  center  of  the  intersection,  constantly 
checking  the  vehicular  and  pedestrian  traffic  situation  both  ahead 
and  to  the  rear. 

9.  If  making  a  right  turn,  he  checks  traffic  to  the  rear,  alongside,  and 
straight  ahead,  and  angles  bus  at  a  30  degree  angle  toward  the 
center  of  the  street  until  the  front  end  of  the  bus  is  10  feet  from 
the  curb.  He  begins  the  turning  movement  when  the  front  wheels 
are  past  the  curbline  or  object  which  must  be  cleared.  He  turns  the 
steering  wheel  evenly  and  checks  with  vehicles  or  other  objects  on 
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the  left.  He  gradually  straightens  out  the  bus.  In  turning  and  recov- 
ering the  steering  wheel  he  may  use  the  "hand-over-hand"  or  the 
"push-pull"  technique.  Most  experts  recommend  the  latter. 

10.  In  making  a  left  turn,  he  moves  straight  ahead  toward  the  center  of 
the  intersection  and  waits  for  a  gap  in  traffic  approaching  from  the 
opposite  direction.  He  begins  the  turning  movement  when  the  front 
of  the  bus  is  even  with  the  center  of  the  street.  He  turns  the 
steering  wheel  evenly  and  smoothly  and  operates  slowly  and 
cautiously,  constantly  checking  his  clearance. 

11.  He  constantly  checks  mirrors,  anticipates  in  advance  any  unusual 
vehicle  or  pedestrian  movement  which  might  call  for  a  "sudden" 
stop  and  takes  preventive  measures. 

SCHOOL  BUS  OPERATORS  REQUIREMENTS: 
School  Bus  Operators  are  required  to  measure  up  to  higher  standards 
than  regular  Operators.  It  is  necessary  that  they  take  a  Special  Examina- 
tion. 

IN  ORDER  TO  APPLY:       new  school  bus  applicants 

A.  Pursuant  to  Chapter  878,  Acts  of  1975,  Section  8A,  Chapter  90, 
General  Laws,  School  Bus  -  Safety  Regulations,  all  original  appli- 
cants for  a  Registry  of  Motor  Vehicles  School  Bus  Driver's  License 
or  a  Department  of  Public  Utilities  Driver's  License,  when  used  to 
drive  school  pupils  to  or  from  school  shall  have  first  satisfactorily 
completed  a  pre-service  school  bus  driver  training  program  estab- 
lished by  the  Commissioner  of  Education  in  collaboration  with  the 
Registrar  and  the  Commissioner  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Utilities. 

B.  The  Operator  of  a  School  Bus  must  be  eighteen  years  of  age  and  not 
have  passed  his  Seventieth  Birthday. 

C.  The  Operator  must  have  been  Licensed  for  three  (3)  continuous 
years  prior  to  his  Application  and  in  addition,  must  meet  one  of  the 
following  requirements  AT  THE  TIME  OF  APPLICATION: 

1.  Must  have  either  a  Class  1  or  Class  2  valid  Massachusetts 
Operator's  License 

OR 

2.  Must  have  BOTH  a  valid  Massachusetts  Operator's  License 
other  than  Class  1  or  Class  2  and  either  a  valid  Class  1  or  Class 
2  Massachusetts  Learner's  Permit. 

D  •   The  operator  must  be  able  to  read,  write  and  speak  English. 
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APPLICATION: 

A  form  approved  by  the  Registrar  of  Motor  Vehicles  may  be  obtained 
from  any  Registry  office  (See  Back  Cover) 

Applicants  for  School  Bus  Operator's  Licenses  who  have  held  an 
Operator's  License  in  another  STATE  or  COUNTRY  are  also  required 
to  write  to: 

1.  The  Motor  Vehicle  Department 

2.  The  Agency  that  keeps  the  Court  Records 

of  any  and  all  States  or  Countries  in  which  they  held  Operator's  Licenses 
previously,  requesting  that  their  record,  if  any,  be  mailed  directly  to: 

REGISTRY  OF  MOTOR  VEHICLES,  100  NASHUA  STREET,  BOSTON, 
MASS.  02114,  ATTN:  DRIVER-LICENSING  SECTION. 

When  writing  to  such  agencies,  persons  should  include  their  full  name, 
with  middle  initial,  maiden 'name  or  other  name  under  which  they  were 
Licensed,  date  of  birth,  names  of  parents,  address  while  living  in  the 
particular  State  or  Country  and  other  information  such  as  license  number 
which  would  be  relevant. 

Pending  receipt  of  these  records,  a  person's  Application  will  be  de- 
layed from  further  processing.  It  is  suggested  that  applicants  write  for 
same  as  soon  as  they  decide  to  apply  for  a  School  Bus  Operator's 
License. 

WHERE  TO  FILE:  The  completed  form  and  the  required  medical  report 
must  be  filed  at  the  DRIVER-LICENSING  SECTION,  100  NASHUA 
STREET,  BOSTON,  MASS.  02114.  (Physical  examination  must  have 
been  taken  within  three  (3)  months  of  the  date  that  the  application  is 
submitted). 

ROAD  TEST:  When  the  application  is  approved,  the  applicant  will  be 
notified  to  take  a  road  test  with  a  school  bus  in  order  that  he  may  demon- 
strate to  the  Examiner,  his  ability  to  operate  the  school  bus  and  the 
safety  equipment  and  devices  with  which  said  bus  is  equipped. 

Upon  receiving  his  notice  to  appear  for  a  road  test,  the  applicant 
may  apply  at  the  nearest  Registry  Office  for  an  appointment.  When 
appearing  for  the  road  test  on  the  date,  time  and  at  the  place  assigned 
to  him,  he  shall  comply  as  follows: 

A.  Applicant  must  supply  a  School  Bus  and  have  the  Registration  with 
him 

B.  Must  have  his  yellow  APPLICATION  FOR  LICENSE  form  with 
him 
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C.  Must  have  with  him  either  a  Class  1  or  Class  2  valid  Massachusetts 
Operator's  License 

D.  If  applicant  does  not  have  either  a  Class  1  or  Class  2  license,  he 
would  then  be  required  to: 

1.  Have  BOTH  a  valid  Massachusetts  Operator's  License  and 
either  a  valid  Class  1  or  Class  2  Massachusetts  Learner's  Permit 

2.  Be  accompanied  by  a  sponsor  who: 

a.  Has  either  a  Class  1  or  Class  2  valid  Massachusetts  Opera- 
tor's License 

b.  Is  at  least  eighteen  (18)  years  of  age 

c.  Has  had  at  least  one  ( 1 )  year  of  driving  experience 

LEARNING  TO  OPERATE  A  SCHOOL  BUS 

According  to  law,  a  vehicle  is  considered  a  "School  Bus"  when  it  is 
being  used  for  the  transportation  of  School  Children.  Therefore,  a  person 
with  either  a  Class  1  or  Class  2  Learner's  Permit  may  learn  to  operate  a 
"School  Bus"  as  defined  in  Section  1  of  Chapter  90,  ONLY  while  it  is 
NOT  being  used  to  transport  School  Children. 

While  being  operated  on  public  streets,  highways  or  other  places 
dedicated  to  public  use,  a  vehicle  which  is  not  being  used  as  a  "School 
Bus"  as  explained  above,  is  forbidden  by  law  to  display  red  lights  on  the 
front  of  the  Bus  and  the  "School  Bus"  signs. 

EXPIRATION: 

A  School  Bus  Operator's  License  expires  twelve  (12)  months  from  date 
of  issue. 

FEES: 

First  Application  for  a  School  Bus  Operator's  License  or 

For  a  School  Bus  Operator's  License  which  has  not  been  renewed  within 

three  (3)  years  of  the  date  of  Expiration: 

License  fee  $2.50 

Examination  3 . 00 

Total  $5.50 
RENEWAL  SCHOOL  BUS  APPLICANTS 

Pursuant  to  Chapter  878,  Acts  of  1 975,  Section  8A,  Chapter  90,  General 
Laws,  School  Bus  -  Safety  Regulations,  all  renewal  applicants  for  a 
Registry  of  Motor  Vehicles  School  Bus  Driver's  License  or  a  Department 
of  Public  Utilities  Driver's  License  when  used  to  drive  school  pupils  to 
or  from  school  shall  have  first  satisfactorily  completed  an  in-service 
driver  training  program  established  by  the  Commissioner  of  Education 
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in  collaboration  with  the  Registrar  and  the  Commissioner  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Utilities. 

For  renewal  of  a  School  Bus  Operator's  License  within  three  (3)  years 
of  the  date  of  Expiration 

License  Renewal  fee  $2.50 
Attach  to  the  Application,  a  check  or  money  order  for  the  proper 
amount,  payable  to  the  Registry  of  Motor  Vehicles  —  PLEASE  DO 
NOT  MAIL  CASH.  Mail  Application  to  Registry  of  Motor  Vehicles, 
100  Nashua  Street,  Boston,  Mass.  02114,  ATTN:  Driver-Licensing 
Section. 

APPLICANTS  HOLDING  A  CLASS  1  OR  CLASS  2  MASSACHUSETTS 
OPERATOR'S  LICENSE  AT  THE  TIME  OF  EXAMINATION 

A  valid  Class  1  or  Class  2  License  must  be  presented  to  the 
Examiner. 

Upon  passing  the  Road  Test  on  a  School  Bus,  the  School  Bus 
Operator's  License  will  be  mailed  to  the  Applicant  at  a  later  date  by  the 
Driver-Licensing  Section  of  the  Boston  Office. 

APPLICANTS  HOLDING  A  VALID  MASSACHUSETTS  OPERATOR'S 
LICENSE  IN  ADDITION  TO  EITHER  A  VALID  MASSACHUSETTS 
CLASS  1  OR  CLASS  2  LEARNER'S  PERMIT  AT  THE  TIME  OF 
EXAMINATION 

A  valid  Class  1  or  Class  2  Massachusetts  Learner's  Permit  and  a 
valid  Massachusetts  Operator's  License  must  be  presented  to  the 
Examiner. 

Upon  passing  the  Road  Test,  the  License  and  Learner's  Permit  must 
be  surrendered  to  the  Examiner. 

Applicant's  License  will  be  amended  allowing  him  to  Operate  Class  2 
Vehicles,  in  addition  to  the  Vehicles  for  which  he  was  previously 
Licensed. 

A  School  Bus  Operator's  License  will  be  mailed  to  him  by  the  Driver- 
Licensing  Section  of  the  Boston  Office. 

SCHOOL  BUS  LICENSES 

A.  The  operator  of  a  School  Bus  must  have  in  his  possession,  a  valid 
Class  1  or  Class  2  Massachusetts  Operator's  license  and  in  addition, 
either  a  license  issued  by  the  Department  of  Public  Utilities  or  a 
School  Bus  License  issued  by  the  Registrar  of  Motor  Vehicles. 

B.  At  the  request  of  a  Police  Officer  or  Registry  Official,  the  operator 
must  permit  him  to  examine  the  licenses.  The  operator  must  sign  his 
name  if  requested  to  do  so. 
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C.  Suspension  or  revocation  of  his  Operator's  License  will  make  his 
School  Bus  License  invalid. 

D.  Upon  suspension  or  revocation  of  his  School  Bus  License,  the 
holder  shall  immediately  return  same  to  the  Registrar  of  Motor 
Vehicles,  100  Nashua  Street,  Boston,  Mass.  02114,  ATTN:  Driver- 
Licensing. 


A  School  Bus  may  be  operated  by  a  person  who  meets  all  of  the 
requirements  appearing  in  either  Paragraph  1  or  2  below: 

1.  A  person  having  either  a  valid  Class  1  or  Class  2  Massachusetts 
Operator's  License  providing  he: 

a.  Is  at  least  eighteen  (18)  years  of  age. 

b.  Also  has  either  a  license  issued  by  the  Department  of  Public 
Utilities  under  Section  9  of  Chapter  159A  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  Chapter  90  Section  7B  or  a  School  Bus  License 
issued  by  the  Registrar  of  Motor  Vehicles. 

2.  A  person  having  either  a  valid  Class  1  or  Class  2  Massachusetts 
Operator's  License  may,  for  not  more  than  three  (3)  consecutive 
days  in  case  of  an  emergency,  operate  a  School  Bus  without  a  license 
issued  by  the  Department  of  Public  Utilities  or  a  School  Bus  License 
issued  by  the  Registrar  of  Motor  Vehicles  providing: 

a.  He  is  at  least  eighteen  (18)  years  of  age. 

b.  His  School  Bus  License  has  not  been  suspended  or  revoked  by 
the  Registrar  of  Motor  Vehicles. 

c.  His  application  for  a  School  Bus  License  has  not  been  rejected 
by  the  Registrar  of  Motor  Vehicles. 

(For  complete  legal  text,  see  Chapter  90,  Sections  7B  and  8A) 
SCHOOL  BUS  DRIVER'S  PRE-TRIP  INSPECTION 

As  required  by  Chapter  90  Section  7B  School  bus  drivers  shall  per- 
form daily  pre-trip  inspections  of  their  buses.  For  the  purpose  of  a 
Road  Test  the  following  pre-trip  check  will  be  used. 


EXCEPTION 


INSIDE 


(  )    Parking  Brake 
Start  Engine 


(  )  Horn 


(  )  Oil  Pressure  (Gauge) 
(  )  Ammeter 


(  )  Emergency  Door  (Buzzer) 
(  )    Apply  Rear  Wheel  Brakes 


in  Emergency  (Driver  Man- 


ual Control  for  Air  Brakes) 
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(  )    Air  Pressure  (Gauge) 
or 

(  )    Vacuum  (Gauge) 
(  )    Low  Air  -  Vacuum 

Warning  Device 
(  )    Windshield  Wiper  &  Washer 
(  )  Heater-Defroster 
(  )    Mirrors  (inside  and  cross-over) 
(  )    Instrument  Panel  (Tell- 

Tale  Lights  or  Buzzers) 

OUTSIDE 

Front 

(  )    Clearance  Lights 
(  )    Identification  Lights 
(  )    Alternately  Flashing 

Red  Lights 
(  )    SCHOOL  BUS  Sign  Visible 

(Charter  Sign  Covered  or 

Removed  on  School  Runs) 
(  )    Windshield  and  Valid 

Inspection  Stickers 
(  )  Headlights 
(  )    Turn  Signals  &  4-Way 

Flashers 

(  )    Bumper-Parabolic  Mirrors- 
Registration  Plates 

(  )    Front  End-Leaks  and 
Excessive  Wear 

Left  Side 

(  )    Sidemarker  Lights 

(  )  Reflectors 

(  )    Drive  Train-Drive  Shaft, 

Hangers,  Springs,  Axles,  Rear 

end.  (Air  Leaks,  if 

equipped) 
(  )   Wheels  (Lugs)  &  Tires 


(  )  Windows 

(  )    Steering  Wheel-Play 

(  )    Warning  Devices,  Fire 

Extinguisher,  First  Aid  Kit, 
Flares,  Reflectors 

(  )    Turn  on  All  Lights  In- 
cluding 4-Way  Flasher 

(  )   Chock  Blocks  (2) 

(  )    Operator  Seatbelt 


Left  Side  (Cont'd) 

(  )    Emergency  Door  (If  so 
Equipped 

Rear 

(  )    Clearance  Lights 

(  )    Identification  Lights 

(  )    Alternately  Flashing 
Red  Lights 

(  )    SCHOOL  BUS  Sign  Visible 
(Charter  Sign  Covered  or 
Removed  on  School  Runs) 

(  )    Emergency  Door  or  Window 

(  )  Taillights 

(  )  Spotlights 

(  )    Turn  Signal  Lights 

(  )  Reflectors 

Right  Side 

(  )    Sidemarker  Lights 
(  )  Reflectors 
(  )    Wheels  (Lugs)  &  Tires 
(  )    Fuel  Filler  Cap  Secure 
(  )    Entrance  Door 
Stop  Engine 

(  )    Apply  Service  Brakes  and 
Hold  -  Air  Loss  Should  Not 
Exceed  3  psi  per  minute 
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INFORMATION  RELATING  TO  SCHOOL  BUSES 

Chap.  90  —  Sec.  7B 

No  person  shall  operate  any  school  bus,  and  the  owner  or  custodian 
of  a  school  bus  shall  not  permit  the  same  to  be  operated  upon  or  to  re- 
main upon  any  way,  unless  the  following  requirements  are  complied 
with:-  (1)  The  words  "SCHOOL  BUS"  shall  be  painted  or  otherwise 
displayed  on  the  front  and  rear  of  each  such  vehicle  in  black  letters  of 
eight  inches  in  height  and  conform  to  series  "B"  of  the  standard  alpha- 
bets for  highway  signs  on  a  National  School  Bus  Yellow  background,  or 
shall  be  so  painted  upon  signs  attached  to  the  front  and  rear  of  each 
vehicle.  School  buses  being  operated  on  a  public  highway  and  trans- 
porting primarily  passengers  other  than  school  pupils  shall  have  the 
words  "SCHOOL  BUS"  covered,  removed,  or  otherwise  concealed,  and 
stop  arms  and  equipment  required  by  clauses  (7)  and  (11)  shall  not  be 
activated  during  the  transportation  of  such  passengers;  (2)  Each  school 
bus  shall  contain  adequate  seating  accommodations  for  each  passenger 
transported  therein,  provided  that  any  such  bus  in  which  adequate 
straps,  handles  or  other  supports  are  available  for  standing  passengers 
may  carry  not  more  than  twenty-five  percent  more  passengers  than 
those  for  whom  adequate  seating  accommodations  are  provided;  (3) 
All  doors  shall  be  kept  closed  while  .the  bus  is  in  motion;  (4)  Each 
school  bus  shall  be  operated  by  a  person  eighteen  years  of  age  or  over 
who  is  licensed  under  section  eight  A  or  who  is  licensed  under  section 
nine  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  A  and  is  subject  to  an  annual 
physical  examination  in  conformity  with  such  minimum  physical  quali- 
fications as  shall  be  determined  by  the  registrar  in  collaboration  with  the 
commissioner  of  the  department  of  public  utilities;  provided,  however, 
that  in  case  of  any  emergency  such  school  bus  may,  for  a  period  not  to 
exceed  three  consecutive  school  days,  be  operated  by  any  person,  eight- 
een years  of  age  or  over,  who  is  duly  licensed  by  the  registrar  and  has  in 
his  possession  a  valid  Class  I  or  Class  2  Massachusetts  motor  vehicles 
operator's  license;  and  provided,  further,  that  no  person  shall  operate  a 
school  bus  whose  license  to  do  so  is  suspended  or  revoked,  or  whose  ap- 
plication to  operate  a  school  bus  has  been  rejected  by  the  registrar; 
(5)  No  fueling  shall  take  place  while  any  school  bus  is  occupied  by  pas- 
sengers; (6)  Beginning  with  the  chassis  model  year  nineteen  hundred 
and  seventy-five  and  subsequent  model  years,  each  school  bus  body 
fenders  and  grille  shall  be  painted  a  color  matching  what  is  commonly 
known  as  "National  School  Bus  Glossy  Yellow"  in  accordance  with 
United  States  motor  vehicle  D.O.T.  Safety  standard  No.  17,  as  amended, 
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and  bumpers,  lettering,  wheels  and  trim  shall  be  painted  a  glossy  black, 
in  accordance  with  such  standard.  The  hood  of  vehicles  manufactured 
for  model  year  nineteen  hundred  and  seventy-five  and  subsequent  model 
years  shall  be  painted  lusterless  black,  in  accordance  with  federal  stand- 
ards. This  clause  shall  not  apply  to  a  motor  vehicle  operated  under  a 
certificate  issued  under  section  seven  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine  A  and  a  permit  issued  under  section  eight  of  said  chapter  which  is 
designed  primarily  for  other  than  pupil  transportation;  (7)  Each  school 
bus  shall  be  equipped  with  front  and  rear  alternating  flashing  red  signal 
lamps  complying  with  United  States  motor  vehicle  D.O.T.  Safety  stand- 
ard No.  108,  which  shall  be  left  flashing  when  school  pupils  are  entering 
or  leaving  said  bus.  Use  of  alternating  flashing  red  signal  lamps  for  any 
other  purpose,  and  at  any  time  other  than  when  the  school  bus  is  stopped 
to  load  or  discharge  pupils  shall  be  prohibited.  No  person  who  operates 
such  a  bus  shall  permit  the  boarding  or  discharging  of  passengers  there- 
from unless  the  school  bus  is  stopped  as  close  as  is  practicable  to  the 
right-hand  curb  or  edge  of  the  way.  Any  person  who  operates  a  school 
bus  shall  announce,  when  discharging  passengers  therefrom,  that  all 
persons  who  wish  to  cross  to  the  other  side  of  the  way  shall  do  so  by 
passing  in  front  of  the  bus  immediately  upon  alighting  therefrom.  No 
person  shall  operate  a  school  bus  on  a  way  after  discharging  passengers 
therefrom  unless  all  persons  who  wish  to  cross  to  the  other  side  have 
done  so;  (8)  Every  school  bus  shall  be  equipped  with  a  safety  belt  for 
the  operator  thereof,  and  said  operator  shall  securely  fasten  said  seat 
belt  while  transporting  school  pupils;  (9)  Every  school  bus  shall  be 
equipped  with  two  operable  front  windshield  wipers;  (10)  No  person 
shall  smoke  or  consume  alcoholic  beverages  on  a  school  bus  while  such 
a  bus  is  being  used  to  transport  school  pupils;  (11)  A  stop  warning  de- 
vice may  be  mounted  upon  the  left  side  of  a  school  bus  and  shall  only 
be  activated  to  extend  outward  when  picking  up  or  discharging  pas- 
sengers. Such  device  when  fully  extended  shall  not  protrude  more  than 
twenty-two  inches  outward  from  the  left  side  of  the  body  and  shall  be 
constructed  with  a  break-a-way  hinge.  The  use  of  such  a  device  shall 
not  be  construed  as  increasing  the  width  of  such  bus  beyond  the  limits 
prescribed  by  section  nineteen;  (12)  Every  school  bus  shall  be  equipped 
with  at  least  one  interior  mirror,  approved  by  the  registrar,  which  gives 
the  operator  a  view  of  the  rear  in  accordance  with  regulations  issued  by 
the  registrar.  Every  school  bus  shall  be  equipped  with  at  least  two  flat- 
surfaced  rectangular  exterior  mirrors,  approved  by  the  registrar,  one 
situated  on  each  side  of  the  bus  forward  of  the  operator,  and  each  of 
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said  rectangular  mirrors  shall  be  mounted  on  the  bus  with  a  side  angle 
adjustable  convex  mirror  to  provide  an  additional  close-in  field  of  vision 
to  the  operator  but  so  as  not  to  reduce  the  visual  field  of  the  flat-surfaced 
mirror  below  fifty  square  inches.  Every  school  bus  shall  also  be  equip- 
ped with  one  convex  mirror,  with  a  diameter  of  at  least  seven  and  one 
half  inches,  firmly  mounted  on  the  bus  so  that  the  seated  operator  may 
observe  a  reflection  of  the  road  from  the  front  bumper  forward  to  a 
point  where  direct  observation  is  possible,  and  one  convex  mirror,  with 
a  diameter  of  at  least  seven  and  one  half  inches,  firmly  mounted  at  the 
right  front  corner  of  the  vehicle  so  that  the  seated  operator  may  observe 
a  reflection  of  the  ground  surface  along  the  entire  right  hand  side  of  the 
bus;  (13)  Every  school  bus  shall  be  equipped  with  a  first-aid  kit;  (14) 
Any  school  bus  meeting  the  identification  requirements  of  this  section 
that  is  permanently  converted  for  use  wholly  for  purposes  other  than 
transporting  pupils  to  and  from  school  shall  be  painted  a  contrasting 
color  other  than  National  School  Bus  Glossy  Yellow,  and  shall  have  the 
equipment  required  by  clauses  (1),  (7)  and  (11)  removed;  (15)  During 
each  school  year,  each  pupil  transported  in  a  school  bus  shall  receive  class- 
room instruction  in  safe  riding  practices,  and  participate  at  least  twice 
in  on-bus  emergency  evacuation  drills;  (16)  School  bus  drivers  shall  be 
required  to  perform  daily  pre-trip  inspections  of  their  buses  and  to  re- 
port promptly  in  writing  to  their  employer  any  defects  or  deficiencies 
discovered  that  may  affect  the  safety  of  the  vehicle's  operation  or  result 
in  its  mechanical  breakdown.  Pre-trip  inspection  and  condition  reports 
for  school  buses  shall  be  performed  in  accordance  with  regulations  estab- 
lished by  the  registrar  and  the  commissioner  of  public  utilities. 

Chap.  90  —  Sec.  8A 

Application  for  a  license  to  be  a  school  bus  operator  may  be  made  by 
any  person  who  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  but 
who  has  not  passed  his  seventieth  birthday  and  who  shall  have  been 
a  duly  licensed  motor  vehicle  operator  for  a  period  of  three  continuous 
years  prior  to  his  application;  but  before  such  a  person  shall  be  so 
licensed  the  registrar  shall  be  satisfied  that  he  is  of  good  moral  charac- 
ter and  has  successfully  completed  a  driving  performance  test,  a  visual 
test,  and  a  physical  examination  by  a  licensed  physician  within  a  three 
month  period  of  the  date  of  his  application  in  conformity  with  such 
minimum  physical  qualifications  as  shall  be  determined  by  the  registrar. 

Any  such  license  or  special  permit  issued  under  the  provisions  of  this 
section  shall  be  valid  for  a  period  of  twelve  months  from  date  of  issue. 
Upon  application  for  a  renewal  of  such  license  the  registrar  shall 
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require  evidence  of  physical  fitness  and  may  require  evidence  of  con- 
tinuing good  character. 

The  registrar  may  suspend  or  revoke  a  license  granted  under  authority 
of  this  section  for  a  violation  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  chapter,  or 
any  other  reasonable  grounds,  or  where,  in  his  opinion,  the  licensee  is 
either  physically  or  morally  unfit  to  retain  the  same. 

The  registrar  may  make  such  rules  and  regulations  as  he  may  deem 
necessary  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  section. 

All  original  applicants  for  a  registry  of  motor  vehicles  school  bus 
driver's  license  or  a  department  of  public  utilities  driver's  license  when 
used  to  drive  school  pupils  to  or  from  school  shall  have  first  satisfacto- 
rily completed  a  pre-service  school  bus  driver  training  program  estab- 
lished by  the  commissioner  of  education  in  collaboration  with  the 
registrar  and  the  commissioner  of  the  department  of  public  utilities. 
In  addition,  all  renewal  applicants  for  a  registry  of  motor  vehicles  school 
bus  driver's  license  or  a  department  of  public  utilities  driver's  license 
when  used  to  drive  school  pupils  to  or  from  school  shall  have  first  satis- 
factorily completed  an  in-service  driver  training  program  established  by 
the  commissioner  of  education  in  collaboration  with  the  registrar  and 
the  commissioner  of  the  department  of  public  utilities. 

Third  &  fourth  paragraphs  added  by  Chapter  552  -  1976 

Notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  section  thirty-two  G  of  chapter 
ninety  to  the  contrary,  a  person  may  engage  in  the  business  of  in- 
structing in  pre-service  and  in-service  school  bus  driver's  training  pro- 
grams by  being  a  certified  school  bus  instructor. 

Applications  for  a  certificate,  under  this  section,  may  be  filed  with 
the  registrar  and  shall  contain  such  information  as  he  shall  prescribe. 
Each  such  application  shall  be  accompanied  by  an  application  fee  of 
five  dollars,  which  in  no  event  shall  be  refunded.  Such  persons  shall  pay 
a  fee  of  five  dollars  per  year  to  maintain  said  certificate.  No  fee  or  com- 
pensation shall  be  charged  in  whatever  manner  to  the  participants  in  the 
pre-service  and  in-service  training  courses. 

Chap.  90  —  Sec.  7C 

The  registrar,  after  a  public  hearing,  may  make,  alter,  rescind  or  add 
to  rules  and  regulations  establishing  minimum  standards  or  construction 
and  equipment  of  school  buses,  which  shall  apply  to  all  school  buses 
without  regard  to  any  prior  date  when  they  were  operated  as  such.  A 
violation  of  any  rule  or  regulation  made  under  this  section  shall  be 
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punished  in  the  same  manner  as  a  violation  of  a  rule  or  regulation  made 
under  section  thirty-one.  Such  rules  and  regulations  shall  not  apply  to  a 
motor  vehicle  operated  by  a  holder  of  a  certificate  issued  under  section 
seven  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  A  and  a  permit  issued  under 
section  eight  of  said  chapter. 

Chap.  90  —  Sec.  7D 

The  requirements  of  clauses  (1),  (2),  (3),  (5),  (7),  (8),  (9),  ( 10),  ( 13), 
and  (16)  of  section  seven  B  shall  apply  to  any  motor  vehicle  having 
permanent  seating  accommodations  for  and  carrying  not  more  than 
eight  passengers  in  addition  to  the  operator,  regularly  used  for  the  trans- 
portation of  school  pupils,  while  so  used.  In  addition  each  such  vehicle 
shall  be  required  to  be  equipped  with  one  pair  of  adequate  chock  blocks 
and  three  flares  in  compliance  with  United  States  motor  vehicle  D.O.T. 
Safety  standard  No.  1 25  which  shall  be  placed  upon  the  roadway  in 
compliance  with  section  fourteen  B  of  chapter  eighty-five  when  such 
vehicle  becomes  disabled  upon  the  traveled  portion  of  any  street  or 
highway. 

Chap.  90  —  Sec.  13 

No  chauffeur  or  operator,  when  operating  a  motor  vehicle,  shall  have 
or  permit  to  be  on  or  in  such  vehicle  or  on  or  about  his  person  anything 
which  may  interfere  with  or  impede  the  proper  operation  of  the  vehicle 
or  of  any  of  the  machinery  or  appliances  by  which  the  vehicle  is  operated 
or  controlled.  No  person  having  control  or  charge  of  a  motor  vehicle 
shall  allow  such  vehicle  to  stand  in  any  way  and  remain  unattended  with- 
out first  locking  or  making  it  fast  or  effectively  setting  the  brakes  thereon, 
and  stopping  the  motor  of  said  vehicle.  No  person  shall  drive  any  motor 
vehicle  equipped  with  any  television  viewer,  screen  or  other  means  of 
visually  receiving  a  television  broadcast  which  is  located  in  the  motor 
vehicle  at  any  point  forward  of  the  back  of  the  driver's  seat  or  which  is 
visible  to  the  driver  while  operating  such  motor  vehicle. 

Chap.  90  —  Sec.  14  (Chapter  878  -  1975)  New  fourth  sentence 
When  approaching  a  vehicle  which  displays  a  sign  bearing  the  words 
"SCHOOL  BUS"  and  is  equipped  with  front  and  rear  alternating  flash- 
ing red  signal  lamps  which  are  flashing,  as  provided  in  section  seven  B, 
and  which  has  been  stopped  to  allow  pupils  to  alight  from  or  board  the 
same,  a  person  operating  a  motor  vehicle  shall,  except  when  approach- 
ing from  the  opposite  direction  on  a  divided  highway,  bring  his  vehicle 
to  a  full  stop  before  reaching  said  school  bus  and  shall  not  thereafter 
proceed  until  the  warning  signals  are  deactivated. 
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Chap.  90  —  Sec.  15 

Every  person  operating  a  school  bus,  upon  approaching  a  railroad 
crossing  at  grade  shall  bring  his  vehicle  to  a  full  stop  not  more  than 
seventy-five  feet  from  the  nearest  track  of  said  railroad  and  shall  not 
proceed  to  cross  until  he  is  satisfied  that  it  is  safe  to  do  so. 

Chap.  90  —  Sec.  17 

No  person  shall  operate  a  school  bus  at  a  rate  of  speed  exceeding 
forty  miles  per  hour,  while  actually  engaged  in  carrying  school  children. 
Chap.  90  —  Sec.  1  (Chapter  552  -  1976) 

"School  bus",  any  motor  vehicle  used  for  the  transportation  of  school 
pupils  and  school  personnel  to  and  from  school  or  for  the  transportation 
of  children  enrolled  in  a  camp  or  recreational  program,  while  so  used, 
but  not  including  any  such  motor  vehicle  used  for  not  more  than  five 
days  in  case  of  emergency  or  a  motor  vehicle  while  also  used  for  the 
common  carriage  of  the  public  under  a  certificate  and  permit  issued 
under  sections  seven  and  eight  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  A, 
or  a  motor  vehicle  having  permanent  seating  accommodations  for  and 
carrying  not  more  than  eight  persons  in  addition  to  the  operator. 

Chap.  90  —  Sec.  1  (Chapter  878  -  1 975) 

"School  pupil",  any  person  enrolled  in  any  school,  kindergarten 
through  grade  twelve,  or  enrolled  in  any  program  for  day  care  services, 
or  in  any  program  for  children  with  special  needs  as  defined  in  section 
one  of  chapter  seventy-one  B,  or  in  any  organized  day  or  summer  camp 
program  or  any  activity  supported  by  said  schools. 
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Registrar  McLAUGHLIN  says 


It  is  one  thing  to  drive  an  ordinary  motor 
vehicle  such  as  a  passenger  car. 

It  is  quite  another  to  operate  heavy  trucks, 
tractor  trailers,  buses,  and  other  large  vehi- 
cles. Safe  operation  of  these  heavy  units 
requires  professional  skill  and  training. 

This  Manual  is  designed  for  the  profes- 
sional driver  —  both  for  those  training  to 
acquire  the  skill  and  as  a  reference  handbook 
and  refresher  useful  even  to  veteran  profes- 
sional drivers. 

Please  study  this  Manual  carefully  and. 
after  you  have  passed  your  test,  review  it 
from  time  to  time  to  refresh  your  memory. 

Do  the  same  with  the  regular  Drivers' 
Manual.  If  you  will  do  this,  you  are  much 
more  likely  to  have  many  miles  of  safe  pro- 
fessional driving  —  and  remember  it  is  the 
overconfident,  careless  or  reckless  driver  who 
invites  disaster  for  himself  and  for  those  who 
must  share  the  highway  with  him. 

Be  a  Professional! 


Offices  of  the  Registry  of  Motor  Vehicles 
Where  applications  for  Learner's  Permits  or 
Licenses  are  available  and  filed  for  appointments 


Metropolitan  Boston 

.  yV    /           160  No.  Washington  St.,  Boston  02114 

Beverly   

453  Rantoul  St.,  Beverly  .01915 

Brockton   

490  Forest  Ave.,  Brockton  02401 

Chicopee   .V. 

249  Exchange  St.,  Chicopee  01013 

Fall  River 

1658  President  Ave.,  Fall  River  02720 

Fitchburg 

983  John  Fitch  Hwy.,  Fitchburg  01420 

Framingham   

68  Franklin  St.,  Framingham  01701 

Great  Barrington 

87  State  Rd.,  Great  Barrington  01230 

Greenfield   

306  High  St.,  Greenfield  01301 

Haverhill   

117  Merrimac  St.,  Haverhill  01830 

Holyoke  

293  Main  St.,  Holyoke  01040 

Hvannis  

870  lyanough  Rd.,  Hvannis  02601 

Lawrence  

209  Market  St..  Lawrence  01843 

Lowell   ; . , . 

755  Dutton  St.,  Lowell  01852 

Lynn  

37  Friend  St.,  Lynn  01901 

Maiden  . .  , .  

  280  Medford  St.,  Maiden  02148 

Marlboro  ...  .  .  ;  v . 

525  Maple  St.,  Marlboro  01752 

Milford 

111  Water  St..  Milford  01757 

Nantucket   

Town  &  County  Bldg.,  Broad  St.,  Nantucket  02554 

New  Bedford 

120  Dawson  St.,  New  Bedford  02745 

North  Adams   

 22  Berkshire  Plaza,  Mam  St.,  No.  Adams  02147 

North  Attleboro   

  555  Kelley  Blvd.,  No.  Attleboro  02760 

Northampton   

  241  King  St.,  Northampton  01060 

Oak  Bluffs  

 1  Douglas  Lane,  Box  1416,  Oak  Bluffs  02557 

Pittsfield 

  525  East  St.,  Pittsfield  01201 

Plymouth  

363  Court  St.,  Plymouth  02360 

Quincy   

38  Broad  St..  Quincy  02169 

Southbridge   

926  West  Main  St.,  Southbridge  01550 

Springfield  

165  Liberty  St.,  Springfield  01103 

Taunton   

76  Weir  St.,  Taunton  02780 

Watertown   

40  Spring  St.,  Watertown  02172 

Westfield 

74  Franklin  St.,  Westfield  01085 

Woburn   

   1  Hill  St.,  Woburn  01801 

Worcester   

300  Grove  St.,  Worcester  01609 

